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FORECAST

Generally cloudy
sky. Rain very like-
ly. Surface wind likely to be
strong and gusty at times.

TEMPERAAAR TURES

Maximum 28.3°C
Minimum 20.0°C

Rainfall (at 8.30 pm) Trace
Humidity (at 8.30 pm) 80%
Sunset (Aug 5) 06:35 pm
Sunrise (Aug 6) 06:08 am
Moonrise 01:42 am
Moonset 02:54 pm

(Relevant data was recorded
at 5.30 pm) Source: IMD

 CITY WEATHER 

Invites to be published in this
column should be sent to:

incitytoday@
deccanherald.co.in.

Please note that hard copies
will not be accepted

 IN THE CITY 
GENERAL
The Bangalore Social Forum:
Lecture on ‘Article 370 Revision’;
HN Multimedia Hall, National
College, Basavanagudi; 5.30 pm.
RUAS: Inauguration of Bachelor
of Vocational degree programme;
Ramaiah University of Applied
Science, Peenya Industrial Area;
11.30 am.
The Bier Library: Performance
by L’nee Golay and the fireworks;
Venkatappa Garden, 6th Block,
Koramangala; 7 pm.
CMRIT: Guest ‘lecture on ‘Project
Karuna’; Dwani Auditorium, CM-
RIT, Kundalahalli; 11.30 am.
Kannada Sahitya Parishat: TV
Venkatachala Shastri Vidwat
award presentation; Chamaraj-
pet; 5.30 pm.
Pada: Ranga Shravana theatre
festival and book release; Naya-
na Rangamandira, Ravindra Kal-
akshetra, JC Road; 5.30 pm.
Basaveshwara PU College:
Inauguration of cultural events
and felicitation of students; HD
Chandan Gowda Hall, Rajajina-
gar; 11 am.
Basava Samiti: Endowment lec-
ture on ‘Life of Vachana writers’;
Basava Bhavan, Basaveshwara
Circle; 5.30 pm.
NIAS: Lecture on ‘New inventions
in science’ by Prof C N R Rao; JRD
Tata Auditorium, IISc; 4 pm.
Jain University: Annual convo-
cation; Chowdiah Memorial Hall,
Vyalikaval; 4.30 pm.
Sparsh Hospital: Guru Namana,
free knee replacement for over
100 teachers; Sparsh Hospital,
Infantry Road; 11 am onwards.

CULTURAL
Vachana Jyothi Balaga: Vachana
Shravana; House of S M Suresh,
Mallathahalli Lake Road;
6.30 pm.
Karnataka Gamaka Kala Parish-
at: Reading out ‘Torave Ramaya-
na’; Gokhale Institute of Public
Affairs, Basavanagudi; 6 pm.
Karnataka Chitrakala Parishat:
Artisans’ Bazaar: exhibition and
sale of stone jewellery and hand-
icrafts; Kumrakrupa Road; 10 am
onwards.

RELIGIOUS
Vedanta Satsanga: Discourse on
Karyam Mithya; Vedanta Nilaya,
Sakamma Garden, Basavanagudi;
9 am.
Paramartha Vichara Sangha:
Discourse on Devaloka, Adhyat-
ma Mandira, National High
School Road, VV Puram; 7.45 am.
Shankara Jayanti Mandali: Dis-
course on Mahabharata; Shanka-
ra Krupa Road, 16th Cross, 3rd
Block, Jayanagar; 6 pm.
TTD Board: Religious discourse;
TVN School, Vyalikaval; 6 pm.
Adhyatma Prakasha Karyalaya:
Discourse on Sri Krishna Leelam-
rutha; APK Road, Thyagarajana-
gar; 9.30 am.
Vijaya Madhwa Sangha: Reli-
gious discourse on Rukmineesha
Vijaya; Gangadhar Extension,
2nd Main Road, Vijayanagar;
6.30 pm.

Girinagar police allowed
a 42-year-old techie to
perform the last rites

of the elderly couple Krishna
Murthy (71) and Swarna (68),
who committed suicide on
Saturday.

The elderly couple had left
a scribble on the wall, accus-
ing the son and his wife of
harassment, earlier the police
had clarified.

On humanitarian grounds,
the police let both the hus-
band and wife to attend the
last rites. Manjunath was the
only son to the deceased
couple.

The accused and his wife
Soumya, both software en-
gineers at a  private firm in
Marathahalli, were booked
for abatement to suicide.

The retired BEL employee
fed poison-laced food to his
wife Swarna before hanging
himself. As Swarna was bed-

ridden, Murthy was upset and
decided to take the extreme
step.

Police found the scribble,
which said son Manjunath
and the daughter-in-law are
responsible for the deaths.
Unable to tolerate the har-
assment, the elderly couple
decided to end their lives, it
said. “Since Manjunath is
the only son, we allowed him
to conduct the last rites. He
would be taken into custody
for interrogation,” the police
said.

BENGALURU, DHNS

Accused son
performs couple’s

last rites

Murthy Swarna

Creating a new Guinness World Re-
cord, 2,138 Bengalureans collectively
sculpted hundreds of clay Ganesha

idols at the National College Grounds here
on Sunday. It was an emphatic statement
of eco-friendliness and a clear message
against polluting Plaster of Paris (PoP) idols.

The official adjudicator for Guinness,
Swapnil Dangarikar, put his official stamp
on the new record under the category of
‘most people sculpting with modeling clay’.
The previous record of 589 participants
for such a clay-modeling exercise is now
history.

Of the 2,201 participants who had
registered for the Sunday event, 63 were
disqualified. But the ones who dived into
the record-making attempt did so with
an unprecedented passion for a green
Bengaluru. “This is a new record for a good
cause, and we are happy to be associated
with it,” Dangarikar told DH.

Taking the lead in sculpting the clay idols
were Mayor Gangambike Mallikarjun and
Karnataka State Pollution Control Board
chairman K Sudhakar. People of all ages,
school students and senior citizens included
were among the enthusiastic participants.

Lauding the initiative as a small gift to
the cityyt , the mayor said efforts had been on
for years to progressively reduce the use of
the polluting PoP idols in the cityyt . This year,
the Palike has chosen to completely do away
with such idols and opt for eco-friendly
alternatives.

The event was a precursor to the 57th
edition of the Bengaluru Ganesha Utsav
to be held in the cityyt betwwt een September 2
and 12. The sculptors had to sculpt the idols,
all at the same time.

Titled ‘Making of the Clay Seed Ganesha’,
the event was free for all.

The record attempt came with an eco
message: The irreversible damage caused
to aquatic life and lakes by immersion of
idols made of Plaster of Paris and chemical
paints. The sustainable alternative: Creat-
ing one’s own Ganesha with eco-friendly
clay. The use of clay, as the ‘clay seed Gane-
sha’ organisers explained, will significantly
reduce the number of non-sustainable POP
idols being made, sold and immersed in
lakes, triggering immense pollution.

Shri Vidyaranya Yuvaka Sangha, the
organisers of this Go Green Ganesha
initiative, had provided the clay and other
necessary material to the participants
at the venue. Interestingly, the clay had
come embedded with seeds of fllf owering or
fruiting trees. Once the immersion of the
clay Ganeshas is complete, the seeds would
germinate and plants grow out of it.

2,138Bengalureans’divineact
leadstoaGuinnessworldrecord

GO GREEN GANESHA

RASHEED KAPPAN
BENGALURU, DHNS

People enthusiastically participate in the event at National College Grounds on Sunday;
(below) one of the clay idols. DH PHOTOS/JANARDHAN B K

In a major breakthrough in
the botched heist at Samrat
Jewels, the city police ar-

rested the alleged kingpin, Pra-
hallad Kailash Chowdary, from
his Pune home.

Chowdary is suspected to
have masterminded the rob-
bery and trained four of his
associates, besides providing
them logistic support to rob the
jewellery store located Palace
Guttahalli Main Road in Vya-
likaval on August 21.

Chowdary was arrested
and brought to Bengaluru on

Sunday, said Chethan Singh
Rathore, DCP (Central).

Police interrogated the four
suspects, who spilt the beans
on Chowdary’s involvement
and how he masterminded the
crime. A special police team
left for Pune and picked him
up from his house.

Police said Chowdary would
be produced before a magis-
trate and taken into custody
for further interrogation as
they suspect Chowdary’s in-
volvement in other cases.

Rathore said Balaji Ramesh
Gayakwwwk ad, one of the four ar-
rested suspects, was involved

in the robbery of a Bank of Ma-
harashtra branch in Satara in
March.

The six-member gang
robbed Rs 23 lakh and took Rs
3.5 lakh each. But except Gay-
akwwwk ad, all the other suspects in
that case were arrested within
three days.

Regarding the attempted
robbery at Samrat Jewels,
police had arrested the four
the suspects — Gayakwwwk ad, 25,
from Solapur district in Maha-
rashtra; Balwan Singh, 24, a

dismissed BSF constable from
Bhiwani in Haryana; Sriram
Bishnoi, 26, from Barmer, Ra-
jasthan, and Omprakash, 27,
from Jalore, Rajasthan.

Gayakwwwk ad came to Bengalu-
ru to spend his share of the
robbed money and had plans
to commit another crime, for
which he had brought a pistol
from Bihar. While searching
for partners, he got in touch
with Chowdary.

Since his target was Samrat
Jewels, he picked twwwt o Rajasth-

anis, Bishnoi and Omprakash.
With one person short, he
chose Singh from Haryana.

Chowdary came to the city
twwwt o years ago and was involved
in the sale of chemicals. He ran
a small grocery shop to hide
from police attention while he
trained and guided others to
commit crimes.

Chowdary helped the four-
some to get a room in KR Pu-
ram and paid to buy the things
they needed for the robbery.
The kingpin and his associates
stole twwwt o bikes from KR Puram
to recce the area.

Gayakwad apart, this was
the first crime for the others.
So, when the gang attempted
the robbery and faced retali-
ation from Ashish and Rakhi,
they panicked and flllf ed the
spot.

Chowdary was not present
on the spot during the crime
but waited for the word from
the four. On learning that the
robbery attempt had failed, he
flllf ed to Pune.

Kingpppg in of botched jewellery
heist nabbed from Pune

He trained and equipped the
four who attempted to rob

Samrat Jewels
▼▼▼
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Robbers had struck at Samrat Jewels on August 21. DH FILE

BENG ALURU, DHNS: CCB
sleuths raided twwwt o bars and
restaurants in Mahalakshmi
Layout and Brigade Road on
Saturday.

The bars organised late
night parties and played
loud music beyond the per-
missible hour. Following
a tip off, the police team
raided the RJ Royal Hotel
in Mahalakshmi Layout
and found the hotel did not
have the requisite permits,
though it conducted a partyyyt
with loud music that went on
till 4 am. The police arrested
Thambe Daniel Athem (30),
a Cameroon national and
the DJ, while hotel owner
Raveesh Gowda, manager
Venkatesh, staffer Sebastian
and programme organiser
Saleem evaded arrest.

Another police team
raided By Chance Bar and
Restaurant on Brigade
Road on Saturday late night
for playing loud music. The
police arrested K R Rajanna
(58) and James John (44),
besides seizing the music
equipment for violating the
rules.

Two bars raided
for illegal parties

After her visit to the Kem-
pegowda International
AAAA irport (KIA) a few days

ago, former foreign secretary
Nirupama Rao took to Twitter
slamming the third busiest air-
port in the country for the un-
hygienic and poor condition of
the washrooms in the airport
lounge.

Subsequently, prompt and
swift action taken by the KIA
management communicated
on Twitter won the ex-bureau-
crat over.

On the morning of August
18, Rao, currently a found-
er trustee of the Bengalu-
ru-based South Symphony — a
trust promoting and advocat-
ing peace in South Asia, while

flllf ying through KIA tweeted
about the poor condition of
the washrooms there and
questioned: “Where is Swa-
chhBharat?”

Sharing the pictures
of trash cans spilling over and
broken fittings, Rao wrote:
“Please do check the state of
the toilets in the Internation-
al Airport Lounge. Dirtyyyt and
truly bad. Broken fittings,
trash cans that are broken and
overflllf owing. Where is Swach-
hBharat”

Rao tagged her tweet to
the handles of KIA officials
and Hari Marar, MD and CEO
oftheBengaluruInternational
Airport.

Taking note of Rao’s twwwt eet,
the KIA management not
only apologised and thanked

for alerting them, but swiftly
alerted the staff to look into
the matter.

After completing the work,
the airport authorities replied
at 11:42 am on Twitter, posting
photographs: “Hello Mrs Rao,

we are glad to inform that our
team has rectified the issue
and enclosed images for your
reference. Good Day!”

Happy over the response,
Nirupama Rao thanked the
authorities.

Ex-foreignnng secy slams state of KIIIK AAAI
washrooms, forces swiiiw ftttf action
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Former foreign secretary Nirupama Rao took to Twitter to
complain about the condition of toilets in the international

lounge of the Kempegowda International Airport.


