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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

BENGALURU Timings

Friday, Feb. 22

RISE 06:40 SET 18:27

RISE 20:20 SET 08:02

Saturday, Feb. 23

RISE 06:39 SET 18:27

RISE 22:14 SET 09:37

Sunday, Feb. 24

RISE 06:38 SET 18:27

RISE 23:09 SET 10:22

RELIGION

Brahmasutra Bhaashyam : Dis-
course by K.G. Subraya Sharma,. Adhy-
aatma Mandira, V.V. Puram, 7.45 a.m. 

Acquire to Conquer: A philosophical
discourse in Hindi by Swami Yugal
Sharan, Sri Sitarama Kalyana Mantapa,
Nagarbhavi Main Road, Mudalapalya,
6.30 a.m.

Sri Lalithasahasranama: Discourse
by Ganeshabhatta Hobali, Gokhale In-
stitute of Public Affairs, Basavanagudi
Road, Narasimharaja Colony, 6.30 p.m.

Swatma Nirpoonam: Discourse by
Veena Nagaraja, Adhyatma Prakasha
Karyalaya, #68, 6th Main Road, 2nd

Block, Thyagarajanagar, 9.30 a.m.

CULTURE

Sri D. Subbaramaiah Fine Arts
Trust: Vaageya Vaibhavan, vocal by
Sandhya Shankar and party, Sri Vijaya
Vinayaka Temple, 31st Main Road, 5th
Cross, ITI Layout, J.P. Nagar 1st Phase,
6 p.m. 

Sangama Yuva Vedike: Sri Srinivasa
Kalyana Mahotsava, National College
ground, Basavanagudi, 6 p.m. 

Crimson: Winding Path, an exhibition
of recent art works by Prakash Ghadge
and Prashant Prabhu, The Hatworks
Boulevard, 32, Cunningham Road,
11.30 a.m.

National School of Drama,
Bengaluru Centre: Kusuma Baale,
Kannada drama by 5th batch students
of NSD, BC, directed by C. Basavaling-
iah, Bidiru Mele Ranga, Kalaagrama,
behind Jnanabharathi campus, Ban-
galore University, Mallathahalli, 7 p.m.

GENERAL 

IIMB FICCI and VTPC - Government
of Karnataka: National conference on
Intellectual Property Rights, IIMB
premises, Bannerghatta Road, 9.30
a.m. 

Shabdana, Centre for Translation,
Sahitya Akademi, Bengaluru: Sci-
ence and Translation, Conference Hall,
Sahitya Akademi, Southern Regional

Office, Central College campus, Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar Veedhi, 5 p.m. 

Bangalore University: National sem-
inar on contemporary issues in Indian
politics, keynote address by Sandeep
Shastri, Pro Vice Chancellor of Jain
University, Bengaluru, Dean, Faculty of
Arts, Bangalore University, M.J. Vinod,
special invitee, BU VC K.R. Venugopal
presides, Prof. Venkatagiri Gowda Me-
morial Hall, Jnanabharathi campus,
10.30 a.m. 

CMR Institute of Technology: Fac-
ulty development programme on phys-
ics experiments for engineers, A.V.
Hall, Department of Mechanical Engin-
eering, CMRIT campus, 132, AECS Lay-
out, IT Park Road, 9 a.m.

BENGALURU TODAY

Goods worth lakhs were des­
troyed in a fi��re at a godown
of a private telecom compa­
ny  at  Siddanahosahalli  on
the city’s outskirts on Thurs­
day afternoon.

Passers­by,  who  noticed
the fi��re, alerted the control
room.  Ten  fi��re  tenders
rushed  to  the  spot,  as  the
blaze  threatened  to  spread
to  the  adjacent  residential
area. It was put out after two
hours of operations. 

According  to  an  offi��cer,
panel  boards,  cables  and
fl��exes, along with scrap ma­
terial, were stored in the go­
down. No one was injured in
the  incident,  as  employees
were away at that time.

The  Madanayakanahalli
police  rushed  to  the  spot
and took stock of the situa­

tion. The police are probing
to ascertain the exact reason
for the blaze.

Firefi��ghters rush to spot after being alerted by passers­by

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

The godown is located at Siddanahosahalli on the outskirts of
Bengaluru city. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Godown gutted, goods lost

The  HAL  police  have  ar­
rested a salesman for alleg­
edly  molesting  a  27­year­
old  customer  while  she
was  looking  for  saris  at  a
boutique  in  Marathahalli
on  Monday.  The  woman
was  accompanied  by  her
mother. 

The salesman off��ered to
help  her  drape  a  sari  and
allegedly touched her inap­
propriately.  When  con­
fronted, he denied the alle­
gation. The woman fi��led a
complaint  with  the  HAL
police,  who  arrested  the
accused, Rajkumar. 

The  35­year­old  has
been remanded in judicial
custody, police said.

Salesman held
on complaint
by customer

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

Four  armed  men  allegedly
kidnapped  an  ayurvedic
doctor while he was return­
ing home on a motorcycle at
KHB  Colony  underpass  on
Magadi Road on Monday. 

They allegedly forced him
into their car, tortured him
for more than three hours,
took his possessions before
leaving  him  at  Nagarbhavi
Circle around 1.30 a.m. the
next day.

The  victim,  Ravikumar
N., has a clinic at Sunkada­
katte.  He  was  returning
home  on  his  motorcycle,
which he had purchased re­
cently, when he was alleged­
ly  stopped  by  the  gang
around  10.30  p.m.  He  told
the  police  that  two  men
armed with daggers got out
of  the  car.  One  slashed  his
left  thigh and asked him to
park the bike on the side of
the road.

When he did as told, they

herded  him  into  the  car  in
which the driver and anoth­
er  man  were  waiting.  As
soon as the car started mov­
ing,  the  men  claimed  that
someone had paid them ₹��5
lakh  to  kill  him.  They  of­
fered  to  spare  his  life  if  he
could pay them ₹��6 lakh. Ku­
mar  pleaded  that  he  could
not arrange the money as he
is not wealthy. They fi��nally
settled on ₹��2 lakh.

Following  their  instruc­
tions, Kumar called his sis­

ter and asked her to arrange
for ₹��2 lakh. While they were
waiting, the gang took away
his mobile phone and drove
towards  Ramanagara,
where  they  stopped  at  a
roadside dhaba for food and
alcohol. They took the two
gold  rings  he  was  wearing
and  ₹��12,000  which  he  was
carrying. 

After  some  time,  they
once again asked Kumar to
call  his  sister,  but  realised
that  the  police  had  been

tipped off��.

Case registered
Ravikumar pleaded with the
accused to spare his life as he
is  not  rich  and  also  helps
needy  people.  They  re­
turned  to  the  city  and
dropped him near Nagarbha­
vi. He fi��led a complaint with
the Kamakshipalya police on
Tuesday, based on which the
police have taken up a case
of  kidnap,  robbery,  assault
and criminal intimidation.

Four­member gang kidnaps doctor
They wanted ransom, but eventually only took his gold rings, cash and phone before releasing him

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

On  November  24,  2018,  30
persons,  including  school­
children,  drowned  after  an
old private bus fell  into the
Visvesvaraya canal near Pan­
davapur in Mandya district .
After the incident, the Tran­
sport Department was criti­
cised for allowing old buses
to ply on roads.

Now,  after  almost  three
months the department has
directed all RTOs in the State
not to issue permits to vehi­
cles,  plying  passengers,  ol­
der than 15 years. 

The circular, issued on Fe­
bruary  14,  also  stated  that
RTOs will not renew permits
unless the owners shift to a
new model of the vehicle.

Transport  Minister  D.  C.
Thammanna said: “A section
of private owners after oper­
ating buses for 10 to 12 years
sell  them  to  other  people.
The  new  owners  perform
some alterations and repair
work  and  operate  them  in
rural  areas.  This  has  led  to
many  accidents.  To  put  an
end to this, I have instructed
the transport offi��cials not to

permit  buses  older  than  15
years.”

In  recent  days,  old  vehi­
cles with faulty engines are
running  by  obtaining  per­
mits and this has resulted in
road  accidents,  read  the
circular.

If the RTOs strictly follow
the rules 13,125 buses, older
than 15 years across various
categories  including  stage
and contract carriages, will
stop  plying  across  Karnata­
ka. 

Several RTO offi��cials, ho­
wever,  feel  that  a  circular
alone will not be eff��ective in

stamping out this menace. 
“There’s  nothing  to  stop

people in the transport busi­
ness to question the circular
in  court.  The  government
should  have  amended  the
rules  in  the  Motor  Vehicles
Act,” said an offi��cial. 

State­run  road  transport
corporations,  like  KSRTC,
BMTC  and  others,  may  not
get aff��ected by the circular. 

A KSRTC  offi��cial  said:
“The  lifespan  of  the  buses
operated by the KSRTC is a
maximum of 10 years for the
non­AC segment and a maxi­
mum of 12 for AC buses.” 

The directive came from the Transport Department

Suchith Kidiyoor 

Bengaluru

Following an accident in which a bus fell into a canal in Mandya
district, the Transport Department came under attack for
allowing old buses to ply on the roads. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

RTOs not to issue permits
for buses older than 15 years

In a major reshuffl�e ahead of
the Lok Sabha elections, the
State government has trans­
ferred 29 IPS offi��cers. Signifi��­
cantly, the chief minister has
changed the top brass of the
State intelligence apparatus. 

IGP B. Dayananda has re­
placed Amar Kumar Pandey
as  the  State  intelligence
chief. A. Subramanyeshwara
Rao  will  be  his  deputy  as
DIGP, Intelligence. 

Mr. Pandey was posted as
chief of State intelligence by
B.S.  Yeddyurappa  in  May
2018 when he was chief mi­
nister for a short stint of two
days.  Chief  Minister  H  D
Kumaraswamy's decision to
continue with him as his in­
telligence  chief  had  raised
eyebrows.

The Chief Minister had re­
cently  credited  Mr.  Pandey
with  the  operation  that  led
to the arrest of underworld
element  Ravi  Poojary.  Ho­
wever, his transfer was long
in  the  offi��ng,  sources  said.
Mr. Pandey has been  trans­
ferred as the ADGP, Karnata­
ka State Human rights Com­

mission, Bengaluru.
Mangaluru and Belagavi

have got new commission­
ers: Sandeep Patil, DIG for
Mangaluru and Lokesh Ku­
mar for Belagavi. 

The  transfers  have  also
eff��ected a reshuffl�e of zonal
range IGPs and several dis­
trict SPs. K.V. Sharath Chan­
dra,  IGP,  Southern  Range,
Mysuru,  has  been  trans­
ferred  and  posted  as  IGP,
Central Range in place of B.
Dayananda. 

In  a  reshuffl�e  of  district
SPs,  several  districts  have
got  new  leadership  in  the
police force. Bengaluru has
seen  new  DCPs  posted  for
its divisions.  Isha Pant has
been posted as DCP (South
East) and N. Shashi Kumar
as DCP (North). 

CM makes changes to leadership
of State intelligence team
It is part of a major reshuffl��e of IPS offi��cers ahead of the Lok Sabha elections 

Special Correspondent 

Bengaluru 

BWSSB chairman Tushar Gi­
ri Nath has been transferred
as  Regional  Commissioner
of Belagavi division as part
of a reshuffl�e of IAS offi��cials.
However, he will continue to
hold  the  post  of  BWSSB
chairman  as  concurrent
charge until further orders. 

The  government  trans­
ferred several deputy com­
missioners  to  new  posts.
The  order  states  that  S.B.
Shettennavar is the new MD
of Mysore Paper Mills Limit­
ed;  Bagadi  Gautham  is  the
new DC of Chikkamagaluru
while  S.S.  Nakul  has  been
made  Director  of  Depart­
ment  of  Information  Tech­
nology and Bio­technology.

M.K. Sreerangaiah  is  the
new commissioner of Entre­
preneurship  and  Liveli­
hood;  G.N.  Shivamurthy
has  been  posted  as  DC  of
Davanagere  district;  and
G.R.J.  Divya  Prabhu  is  the
new commissioner of Ham­
pi  World  Heritage  Area

Management Authority.
H.  Basavarajendra  has

been posted as CEO of Zilla
Panchayat Davangere; G. C.
Vrushabendra Murthy is the
new  Director  of  Micro,
Small  and  Medium  Enter­
prises,  K.  Harish  Kumar  is
the  DC  of  Uttara  Kannada
district, while Patil Yalagou­
da Shivanagouda will be the
new  DC  of  Vijayapura  dis­
trict. 

C. Sathyabhama has been
posted as CEO of Zilla Pan­
chayat Chamarajanagar dis­
trict;  KAS  offi��cer  Zaheera
Naseem  will  head  NEKRTC
as  the MD; and K.N. Vijaya
Prakash  is  the  new  CEO  of
Zilla Panchayat Hassan.

IAS offi��cials transferred
Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

B. Dayananda

Students of the Dr. B.R. Am­
bedkar School of Economics
(BASE)  staged  a  protest  on
Thursday against the exami­
nation  and  evaluation  pro­
cess of the institute. They al­
so expressed concern about
the expertise of their faculty
members. 

The  institute,  which  was
started in the 2017­2018 aca­

demic year, has only two fa­
culty members who are ap­
pointed on contract basis. 

“In  the  three  semesters
that  we  have  completed  in
this  institute,  our  examina­
tion and evaluation pattern
has  changed  thrice,”  a  stu­
dent  said  adding  that  the
procedures,  guidelines  and
manuals are not shared with
students.

The student said that they

were informed of the chang­
es in the examination system
verbally.  The  system  fol­
lowed in the fi��rst two semes­
ters  was  scraped  after  the
Controller of Examiners was
changed.

They have alleged that the
director of the institute does
not have an academic back­
ground, which is a disadvan­
tage  to  students.  Another
student said that the college

had not approved of the stu­
dents they had elected to re­
present them. 

M.  Lakshminarayana,  Di­
rector  of  BASE,  said  that
they would look into the mo­
dalities  of  how  the  student
council was elected. He also
pointed out that the govern­
ing  council  had  approved
the recruitment of 12 faculty
members  that  would  take
place within a month.

BASE students protest over exam process
Staff Reporter

Bengaluru The  police  are  on  the  loo­
kout for a man who fl��ashed
at  a  software  engineer  and
assaulted her in a fi��t of road
rage on  the busy HAL road
on Tuesday. The 28­year­old
woman  was  driving  her
scooter to work when a mo­
torcyclist overtook her near
the  HAL  museum.  He
stopped in front of her and
started abusing her  for  rid­

ing  in  a  rash  and  negligent
manner. As the two started
arguing, the man opened his
zip and fl��ashed her. The wo­
man  pulled  out  her  mobile
phone to take a photograph
and report him to the police.

Enraged,  he  assaulted
her, snatched her phone and
smashed  it on the road. He
then scratched her face even
while passers­by looked on. 

Shocked,  the  woman
drove to HAL police station

to fi��le a complaint. “We have
the  registration  number  of
the bike of the accused and
are  trying  to  trace  him.  He
will be nabbed soon,” said a
senior police offi��cer.

The  HAL  police  have  re­
gistered  an  FIR  against  the
accused charging him under
Sections 509 (word, gesture
or act intended to insult the
modesty  of  a  woman)  and
Section  323  (assault)  of  In­
dian Penal Code.

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

Biker fl��ashes at woman, assaults her 

The Karnataka State Road
Transport  Corporation
(KSRTC) has decided to in­
troduce Fly Bus services to
Kempegowda  Internation­
al Airport (KIA) from Chik­
kamagaluru,  Shivamogga,
Davangere  in  Karnataka,
and  from  Anantapur  and
Kadapa  in  neighbouring
Andhra Pradesh. 

An offi��cial of the KSRTC
said,  “Anantapur  and  Ka­
dapa  are  located  close  to
the  airport.  Every  day,
hundreds  of  passenger
commute  to  the  airport
from  these  two
destinations.”

However,  the  Fly  Bus
services  from  Tirupati  in
AP and Coimbatore  in Ta­
mil Nadu have been with­
drawn following poor res­
ponse.  “We  operated  the
service  to  Tirupati  for  a
couple  of  months  but  it
was not picking up. It was
the same for Coimbatore.” 

Fly Bus from 5
more points

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

The  CCB  on  Wednesday
searched fi��ve diff��erent pre­
mises of a real estate deal­
er. The CCB identifi��ed the
real estate dealer as Prab­
hakar  Reddy.  Around  40
diff��erent cases of cheating
had  been  registered
against  him  over  the  past
seven years. Following the
searches,  the  sleuths
seized more than 300 pro­
perty  documents,  which
will  be  scrutinised,  they
said  and  added  that  they
are  expecting  more  com­
plaints against him. 

Deputy  Commissioner
of Police  (Crime) S. Girish
said Reddy is a JD (S) leader
who  had  contested  As­
sembly elections from Ben­
galuru South constituency.
He also runs several educa­
tional institutions. 

CCB searches
premises 
of realtor

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

Tushar Giri Nath


