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MANGALURU:The illegal sand
extraction in River Neth-
ravathi, including ‘Kudru’
areas in Ullal, has taken a toll
on traditional fishing carried
out by many families.

The families were eking
out a livelihood by catching
clam (locally called maruvai)
in Kudru in Ullal. Illegal sand
extractionhasseverlyaffected
livelihood of families as clams
andfisharenotavaiable in the
river forayearnow.
The reduction in catch had

led to livelihood crisis and un-
certainty, adding to the woes
of clam collectors. “I could
collect enough clams in just
a few hours in the past. Now,
theclamdepositshaveshrunk
drastically,” a clam collector
said.
Thefamiliesallegedthatthe

intensified illegal sandmining
in the region had resulted in
fishfamineanddisappearance
ofclamsinthearea.
“We go for fishing before

dawnandithasbecomepains-
taking nowadays. The clam
deposits have dwindled dras-
ticallyasaresultof illegalsand

extraction.Weneedtoprotect
our resources to ensure our
livelihood,”a resident empha-
sised.
Over the years, the Kudru

had witnessed many illegal
sand extractions resulting in
the drastic decline in fishery
resources, includingclams.
The residents said, “There

is a need to redeposit baby
clams in large numbers and
maintain the salinity of water
for the reproduction of clams.

Theuse of bulldozers for sand
extraction had affected the
breeding of fish aswell. Along
with the sand, the clams too
are removed. As a result, we
return home empty handed
withoutthebagfullofclamsas
inthepast.”
Despite our complaints to

the authorities, illegal sand
mining continues unchecked,
another resident Naveen
D’Souzarued.
“We were engaged in fish-

ing from the time of our an-
cestors.Wewerecatchingfish
and clams using small crafts.
Theillegalsandextractionhas
destroyed the fish and clams.
Now,wearenot able to collect
clams in large quantities,” he
said.
With the decline in availa-

bilityyt ofclam,thepriceofclam
toohad increased dramatical-
ly.
“About 100 clams fetch Rs

50.Itwasmuchlessafewyears

ago,”saidUsha,ahomemaker.
WhencontactedMangaluru

Tahsildar Guruprasad said,
“The issue of illegal sandmin-
ing at Kudru in River Nethra-
vathi had come to our notice.
We had continued our drive
against illegal sand extrac-
tion by carrying out raids on
sand mining areas in Bolara
region. Action would be ini-
tiated against illegal sand ex-
traction.”
DH News Service

Illll egalla sanna dextractiit onaffa fff ects
clamma collll ectiit oninni Ullll alla

Collectionofclams isasourceof livelihoodforKudruresidents inUllal. (Right)Kudruresidentsengaged infishing.DHPHOTOS

MANGALURU:Ramakrishna
Mission Swacchata Abhi-
yan’s 15th Shramadan of
5th phase was carried out in
Valencia-Gorigudda area on
Sunday.
The Shramadan was joint-

ly flagged off near Valencia
churchbyRevFrJamesD’Sou-
za and MCC Bank President
AnilLobo.
Speaking on the occasion,

Fr James Dsouza said: “The
environment around us is a
gift fromGod. It is our dutyyt to
protect it at all costs. We are
ruiningnature”.

Members of Team Swacch
Yekkur, cleaned the area in
front of Gorigudda cremato-
rium. Heaps of debris were
removed. Drains were over-
fllf owing with garbage; which
wasremoved.
Students of Nitte Physi-

otherapy College under the
leadership ofDrDhaneshKu-
mar cleaned the road adjoin-
ing Valencia church and the
footpaths.Thevolunteersalso
cleanedValenciacircle.
Volunteers visited several

housesatSooterpet,Gorigud-
da andValencia area to create

awarenessoncleanliness.

Renovation
Volunteerspaintedsignboards
at Valencia right 2nd cross,
Gorigudda right 2nd Cross,
Goriguddaright4thcross.
The work of fixing new

seats at the service bus stand
(at State Bank) which started
a fewweeks ago resumed this
week. A few seats were fixed
and painted. Seven Swacch
Soch seminars were organ-
isedduringtheweekinseveral
colleges.
DH News Service

VolunteerscleanValencia,
Goriguddaareas

Volunteerscleanadrain inValencia-Goriguddaarea inMangaluru.

UDUPI:MP Shobha Karand-
laje took a dig at Congress for
handing over Chikmagalur
Lok Sabha constituency
(which had given political re-
birthtoformerprimeminister
Indira Gandhi) to its coalition
partnerJD(S).
Speaking to reporters here,

Karandlaje said: “JD(S) has
no candidates to field in Udu-
pi-Chikmagalur. They are
planning to field Congress
leaders. Whoever contests,
the seat will be won by BJP.
BJPwillwinat least22seats in
Karnataka.”
Shoba declared that BJP

wouldwinwitha largemargin
andPramodMadhwarajcould
not prevent BJP frommarch-
ingtowardsvictory.
DH News Service

‘BJPwill
winUdupi-
Chikmagalur
constituency’

MANGALURU:KarnatakaState
FaizeesAssociationwillorgan-
ise ‘Anusmarana Sangama’
and a felicitation programme
atZeenatBakshKendraJuma
Masjid on March 20 at 9.30
am.
Addressing mediapersons

here, recenlty, Association
President KMUsmanul Faizi
Thodar said that Shaikhuna
Mahin Musliar and Shai-
khuna M Abdulla Musliar
Kodagu,whohavebeen elect-
ed as members of Samasta
KeralaJamiyat-ulUlamaKen-
dra Mushavara, will be felic-
itated.
Dakshina Kannada District

Khazi Thwakha AhmedMus-
liar will inaugurate the pro-
gramme.StateFaizeesAssoci-
ation President KMUsmanul
Faiziwillpreside.
Mangaluru Kendra Jumaa

Masjid Khatib V K Swada-
khatulla Faizi will deliver the
keynoteaddress.ScholarReh-
matullah Khasimi Muttedam
will deliver the main speech,
hesaid.
Reception Committee

Chairman Isakh Faizi Kukki-
la, General Secretary Ashraf
Faizi Kodagu and Secretary
Abuswalih Faizi Akkarangadi
werepresentinthepressmeet.
DH News Service

‘Anusmarana
Sangama’
tomorrow

MANGALURU,DHNS:Atwwt o-day
workshop on animal conser-
vation was organised by De-
partment of Applied Zoology,
Mangalore University under
the auspices of UGC-SAP,
recently. Dr Ramakrishna,
former director, Zoological
Survey of India delivered the
keynote address, where he fo-
cussed on biodiversity and its
importanceofconservation.
Mangalore University Act-

ing Prof Kishori Nayak K pre-
sidedover inaugural function.
Eight resource persons from
different departments of Zo-
ological Survey of India deliv-
eredthelecturesonvariousas-
pectsofanimalsconservation.

2-dayworkshop
on animal
conservation
organised

MANGALURU, DHNS: An uni-
dentifiedmanwasfoundmur-
dered on Ajeejuddin Road in
MangaluruonSunday.
Policesaidthedeceasedwas

around 35 years to 40 years
old.Themanhasbeendoneto
death by bludgeonedhis head
withastone.
The police said there was a

tatoo of the name ‘Jaggarao’
onhis left forearm.
Thevictim,whois5.7-ft tall,

is clad in gray half sleeve shirt
anda lungi.
People, who have any in-

formation on the deceased,
can contact: 0824-2220518,
9480805339.

Man found
murdered

MANGALURU,DHNS: ‘Spaceex-
plorationshouldbeeveryone’s
practice. One should possibly
start with the small exper-
iment of making their own
telescope and start observing
spaceindifferentwaysandget
knowledgeof cosmos’, saidDr
PGDiwakar,DirectorofEarth
Observation Application and
Disaster Management Pro-
grammeOffice, ISRO.
He was speaking after in-

augurating Arts Xuberance-
Cosmos, an inter-collegiate
fest, organised byHumanities
department of Alva’s College
at KuvempuHall in Vidyagiri,
recently.
The admirable endeavors

of the Indian Space Research
Organization(ISRO),over the
years, have resulted in mas-
sive growth in space science
and technology. The advance-
mentshave contributed to the
welfareofcommonmaninthe
country,hesaid.
Diwakar said number of

constellationsatellitesinspace
not only helps in understand-
ing the earth but also toman-
age lives on the planet. The
Gaganyaanproject,whichwill
enhance science and technol-
ogy levels of the country, will
also help in national project

involving other institutes, ac-
ademia and industry and im-
prove industrialgrowth.
It will also inspire youth to

take challenge in science and
technology.
Presiding over the pro-

gramme, Alva’s Education
FoundationTrusteeVivekAlva
said, ISROisworkingmoreon
space technology for making
earth a better living place. He
said,Alva’sEducationFounda-
tionworkedhand-in-handwith
ISRO implementing Bhuvan
Panchayat project, a space-
based information system

which provides details of the
assets and resources available
in 56 villages pancahayats in
Mangalurutaluk.
The foundation also put its

effort inmaterialisingNAVIC,
a satellite navigation system
among coastal fisherman
communityyt .Studentsexcelled
in the field of sports and aca-
demics were honoured on the
occasion.
Alva’s College Principal Dr

Kurian, Humanities Depart-
ment Dean Sandhya K S, Stu-
dentCoordinatorAbhinandan
warepresentamongothers.

Isroscientist calls for space
exploration, knowledgeof cosmos

DrPGDiwakar,directorofEarthObservationApplication
andDisasterManagement ProgrammeOffff ice, Isro,presents
merit certificates tostudentsatKuvempuHall inVidyagiri,
Moodbidri.

UDUPI: BJP workers and fol-
lowers of Jayaprakash Hegde
offered prayers at Sri Krishna
Mutt seeking the blessings of
the almightyyt for re-election of
NarendraModi as primemin-
ister and issuance of ticket to
JayaprakashHegde tocontest

fromUdupi-Chikmagalurcon-
stituency.
Speaking after offering

prayers, Cherkadi Gram
Panchayat President Harish
Shetty said, “We have offered
special prayers to Lord Chan-
dramoulishwaraandLordKr-

ishna seeking their blessings
for Hegde. There is a wave in
favour of Hegde in social
media. The party leaders
should give priority to the
emotions of the voters of the
constituency.”
DH News Service

BJPworkersofferprayersatKrishna temple


