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Bengaluru: Problems of
the coalition partners are far
from over. The Congress
plan to mollify dissident
MLAs by making them min-
isters is likely to backfire
with a section of legislators,
claiming to be loyal workers,
opposing the decision with
vehemence on Tuesday.

Sources in the party
claimed that at least a dozen

MLAs have expressed desire
to be ministers. “If rebels are
being rewarded, then why
not us,” a North Karnataka
MLA jockeying for a cabinet
look-in said.

Congress MLA Ajay
Singh, son of former chief
minister N Dharam Singh,
was vocal and made his dis-
pleasure amply clear. “The
party should reward loyal
MLAs. Unfortunately, rebels
are getting the attention,” he
told reporters in Kalabura-
gi. In good measure, he add-
ed that BJP leaders were con-
tacting him to jump ship.

MLA V Muniyappa and in-
dependent legislator from
Mulbgal, H Nagesh, too, urged
the party bosses to consider
them while expanding the

cabinet later this week. They
met chief minister HD Kuma-
raswamy on Tuesday. Inter-
estingly, Nagesh was accom-
panied by water resources
minister D K Shivakumar,
who returned from his Aus-
tralia tour late Monday night.

Congress MLAs Ramesh
Jarkiholi, BC Patil, B Nagen-
dra and Bheema Naik are
among others who are in the
race to become ministers.

The Congress Legisla-
ture Party will hold a meet-
ing on Wednesday evening to
decide on filling the lone va-
cancy in the Kumaraswamy
cabinet under its quota. It is
most likely to be handed to a
rebel. The meeting may also
decide on ministers who will
be asked to quit the cabinet
to accommodate rebels if
measures taken till then fail
to douse the dissidence fire.

As Congress woos rebels,
loyalists fire berth salvo

IN QUEUE FOR MINISTRIES
Congress MLAs Ajay Singh, 
V Muniyappa, Ramesh Jarkiholi, 
BC Patil, B Nagendra, Bheema 
Naik and independent MLA from 
Mulbagal H Nagesh

TWO CONGRESS LEADERS MEET HDK
 Congress loyalists ask 

senior party leaders why they 
shouldn’t be made ministers 
if rebels were being rewarded

 CM HD Kumaraswamy 
promises to fulfil demands of 
Congress MLAs Byrathi 
Basavaraj & ST Somashekhar

Currently there are three 
vacancies in the Cabinet — 
two from JD(S) quota and 
one for Congress

As Gandhi said not to 
speak, listen and hear bad 

things, I have decided not to 
speak anything on the ongoing 
political developments
DK Shivakumar |
WATER RESOURCES MINISTER
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New Delhi: Foreign direct
investment (FDI) inflows
from Singapore were twice
that from Mauritius during
the last financial year as
companies opted to route
funds into the country via
the southeast Asian city-
state, instead of the island
nation in the Indian Ocean,
the most preferred route for
overseas flows so far, after
the tax treaty with both the
countries was reworked.

In 2018-19, inflows from
Singapore were estimated at
$16.2 billion, compared with
$8.1 billion from Mauritius,
latest data released by the
government showed. This is
only the third time that in-
flows from Singapore have
topped those from Mauriti-
us with investment advisers

attributing the change to the
revamped tax treaty.

After 33 years, India and
Mauritius had agreed to
amend the tax treaty, allow-
ing authorities in the coun-
try to tax capital gains on
transfer of Indian shares ac-
quired from April 2017. 

S’pore topples Mauritius
as India’s top FDI source

Bengaluru: The Karnataka
government has proposed a
rejig of holiday calendar for
its 6 lakh employees, trim-
ming the casual-leave bucket,
axing four holidays and tur-
ning fourth Saturdays (along
with existing second Saturda-
ys) into a holiday.

If the proposal goes thro-
ugh, the employees may lose
7-8 holidays across categories
in a year. The government is
likely to cut the annual casual-
leave quota from 15 to 12, scrap
four Jayantis (for Basava, Ma-
haveer, Valmiki and Kanaka)
and continue with only two —
Gandhi Jayanti and Ambed-
kar Jayanti.

K’taka govt may
trim holiday 

list by 7-8 days
Naheed.Ataullah

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: For the first time
since Congress president Ra-
hul Gandhi dropped the resig-
nation bombshell, allies
weighed in on the issue on
Tuesday, with DMK chief Sta-
lin and RJD leader Lalu Pra-
sad issuing public statements
that the Gandhi scion should
continue to lead his party and
quitting would be like walk-

ing into BJP’s trap.
As confusion prevailed

over Rahul Gandhi’s status
for the fourth day, indications
were that the issue of resig-
nation has been put off for
the moment. The party is
planning an organisational
overhaul of AICC which
would be followed by appoint-
ments in the election-going
states of Maharashtra,
Jharkhand and Haryana.

On Tuesday, Stalin called
Rahul and appealed to him
“to give up the idea of resign-

ing”. Stalin told Rahul that
while Congress had lost the
polls, “you have won the
hearts of the people”.

At the same time, RJD su-
premo Lalu Prasad termed
Rahul’s offer to resign as
amounting to “falling into
BJP’s trap”. He said it would
be suicidal not just for Con-
gress but all the social and
political forces fighting
against RSS.

The RJD leader’s views
formed part of an election
analysis he shared on his

Twitter handle. He warned if
a non-Gandhi was installed in
Congress as party chief, the
BJP brass of Narendra Modi-
Amit Shah would paint him
as a puppet, remote-con-
trolled by the Gandhi family.

As the stalemate appeared
to continue, Rajasthan chief
minister Ashok Gehlot and
state unit chief Sachin Pilot
visited Rahul’s residence on
Tuesday. Sources said they
met AICC general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and
not the Congress president.

Lalu, Stalin advise Rahul:
Do not fall into BJP’s trap 
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➤ DMK chief MK Stalin 
calls up Congress 
president Rahul 

Gandhi, asks 
him not to 
quit, says 
he may 

have lost 
Lok Sabha 

elections but has won 
people’s heart

OFFER TO RESIGN SUICIDAL, SAYS LALU
➤ His decision to 

quit will be suicidal 
not just for 
Cong but also 

opposition, says 
RJD chief Lalu Prasad

➤ Rahul best person to 
pull party out of its 
predicament, says 
Congress leader 
Shashi Tharoor

New Delhi: In his first major
international engagements af-
ter re-election, PM Narendra
Modi will have bilateral meet-
ings with Chinese President Xi
Jinping and Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin on the
sidelines of the SCO summit in
Bishkek on June 13 and 14.

This will be Modi’s first en-
gagement with world leaders
after taking over as Prime
Minister for a second term.
On the possibility of a meet-
ing with Pakistani PM Imran
Khan, who will also be present
in Bishkek, official sources
said no bilateral engagement
was under consideration as of
now. “Reports appearing in
the media about a meeting be-
tween the Indian and Pakista-
ni PMs are entirely specula-
tive,” an official said.

The possibility of a pass-
ing meeting, in an informal
setting, may not be ruled out
but no bilateral meeting has
been scheduled yet. 

PM to meet Xi,
Putin at SCO;

no Pak bilateral

Bengaluru: Surveillance cameras
clicked where traditional deterrent
measures didn’t. There’s a 35% decline
in the number of motorists jumping
traffic signals in the past two years in
Bengaluru, according to police records.

The singular credit for the big drop
in traffic violations must go to cam-
eras installed at traffic islands, includ-
ing red light violation detectors
(RLVD), which identify the licence
plates of erring vehicles.

In the year 2016, about 10.2 lakh mo-
torists were booked across Bengaluru
for jumping traffic signals. The figure
dropped to 7.21 lakh in 2017 and to 6.4
lakh in 2018. The city currently has 731
CCTV cameras. Of them, 170 are sur-
veillance cameras installed mostly at
Central Business District and sensi-
tive junctions like the international

airport expressway.
Aside of these, Bengaluru has 10

RLVD cameras, which capture the li-
cence plate of the vehicle. 

Traffic signal violations see
a big drop, thanks to CCTV

Bengaluru: K Annamalai, a highly
popular IPS officer of Karnataka cad-
re, on Tuesday announced his resigna-
tion amid speculation that he would
make political entry in his home state,
Tamil Nadu. He was deputy commis-
sioner of police (Bengaluru South).

About a potential political in-
nings, the 34-year-old officer was
evasive about “lofty ambitions” and
said he wanted to return to farming.
He told TOI: “Yes, I’ve plans. Howe-
ver, I’ll not do anything for 2-3
months, and I’d like to spend time
with family.” He was reportedly as-
sociated with a prominent TN-based
political party in his youth. This co-
uld not be confirmed, though.

Annamalai is an engineering
graduate from Coimbatore and
holds a management degree from

IIM-Lucknow. He was a member of
cultural committees in student days.

The 2011-batch officer told repor-
ters that it took him six months to de-
cide on his resignation. 

Top B’luru cop quits, may
take political plunge in TN

Bengaluru: The Cauvery
Water Management Autho-
rity on Tuesday directed
Karnataka to release
9.19tmcft of water to Tamil
Nadu in June.

The authority, which met
in New Delhi on Tuesday for
the first time after its estab-
lishment, passed the order
after taking into account the
monsoon forecast and the
storage level in the Cauvery
basin reservoirs. According
to the order, Karnataka will
have to ensure the release of
the specified quantum at Bi-
ligundlu by the end of June,
as stipulated by the Cauvery
Water Disputes Tribunal.

The order is unlikely to
impact Karnataka if the
monsoon arrives in the state
as expected in the first or se-
cond week of June. The wa-
ter storage in the state’s re-
servoirs of Cauvery basin is
satisfactory as of now.

Water resources depart-

ment officials said the four re-
servoirs in the Cauvery basin
have a cumulative storage of
14.4tmcft of water — with KRS
at 6.9tmcft, Hemavathy at
3.5tmcft, Kabini at 2.9tmcft
and Harangi at1.1tmcft.

Cauvery authority asks K’taka
to release 9tmcft water to TN 

Miffed with his former
girlfriend for refusing
to marry him, a youth

abducted her father from Del-
hi and held him hostage at a
hotel in Mathura while trying
to persuade the girl to marry
him. After a 24-hour drama,
cops rescued the girl’s father
and arrested the youth. The
youth, Sanjeev, son of a cop,
was a delivery boy with an on-
line shopping company. He
had met the girl, who lived in
Dwarka, through a common
friend. After their engage-
ment earlier this year, the girl
learned that Sanjeev was dat-
ing other women too and was
even engaged to one. She con-
fronted Sanjeev and called off
the marriage. P 8

Dumped youth
kidnaps his

girlfriend’s dad

Winners of 
#PredictThePoll contest
have been announced on 
www.toipredictthepoll.com.
Congratulations to all the 
winners and thank you all 
for participating in the 
contest.
Keep reading your 
favourite newspaper- 
The Times of India.

THE WAIT IS OVER!

State-run Punjab National
Bank (PNB) on Tuesday

posted a loss of Rs 4,750 crore
in the fourth quarter of the
last fiscal ended March, com-
pared with a loss of Rs 13,417
crore in the same period a
year ago. The bank said it
hopes to become profitable
in this quarter. P 17

PNB pares Q4
loss to ̀̀ 4,750cr

Spurious liquor claimed at
least 10 lives in Uttar Pra-

desh’s Barabanki district.
Thirty-nine people are bat-
tling for life in three hospi-
tals in Lucknow. The liquor
vend in Raniganj village has
been sealed and liquor sam-
ples sent to a forensic lab for
investigation. P 9

Hooch leaves 
10 dead in UP

A doctor at a hospital in
Mumbai, accused of

abetting the suicide of a ju-
nior colleague by torment-
ing her with caste slurs, was
held on Tuesday. Bhakti
Mehere is one of the three se-
nior doctors booked after 26-
year-old Payal Tadvi com-
mitted suicide on May 22. P 13

Doctor held for
junior’s suicide

At least 26 CRPF and
Jharkhand Armed Po-

lice personnel were injured
when Maoist rebels exploded
a series of IEDs in Jhark-
hand’s Seraikela-Kharsa-
wan district on Tuesday. Offi-
cials said the rebels triggered
15 IEDs while the cops were
patrolling in the area. P 13

26 cops injured
in Maoist blasts

APune doctor-author was
confronted by a group of

youths in Delhi and made to
chant ‘Jai Shri Ram’ while
he was out for a morning
walk on Sunday. The doctor
was in Delhi on the way to
Uttar Pradesh’s Bijnor dis-
trict for an IMA event. P 9

Pune doc made to
say ‘Jai Shri Ram’

�32% inflows, P 17 �Panel suggested, P 5

$16BN FROM CITY-STATE
18

16

14

12

10

8

6

4

2

0
2009-10 2018-19

Mauritius Singapore

FDI inflow In $bn

Source: DPIIT website

10.4

8.1

16.2

2.4

�Maldives, Af not invited, P 9

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

BEWARE, YOU ARE
UNDER WATCH

Source: Police dept
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Born on June 4, 1985, 
Annamalai studied engg 
at a Coimbatore college; 
did MBA from IIM-Lucknow

Posted as additional SP, 
Karkala sub-division, in September 
2013. In his stint, Karkala Town, Karkala 
Rural, Kapu and Padubidri stations 
received ISO recognition for quality 
management, hailed as model stations

In Jan 2015, Udupi SP; In July 2016, 
Chikkamagaluru SP. In Oct 2018, dy 
police commissioner, B'luru South

TOUGH COP BIDS BYETIMES NEWS NETWORK

�Want to enjoy small things, P 5

�Will review order, P 5

KRS has 6.9tmcft of storage

The Cauvery order could be
a cause of concern for

Bengaluru if June rainfall is
underwhelming, reports 
BV Shivashankar. Experts
said Karnataka must ensure
that Bengaluru’s water needs
aren’t sacrificed. P 5

Bengaluru prays
for good June rain
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�Hi-tech cameras in CBD, P 2

Rajiv.Kalkod@timesgroup.com

Though Bahujan Samaj Party contested all the 28 Lok Sabha
seats in Karnataka, it failed to make any impact, reports 

BV Shivashankar. But the party played spoilsport in
Chamarajanagar by ensuring Congress candidate R
Dhruvanarayana lost to BJP’s V Srinivas Prasad by just 1,817
votes. BSP candidate Dr Shivakumara bagged 87,637 votes in 
the seat reserved for Scheduled Castes. P 4

BSP spoiled Cong chance in Chamarajanagar
� FULL COVERAGE: PAGE 4

FULL COVERAGE: P 7

Sidhartha@timesgroup.com
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New Delhi/Kolkata: Less
than a week after BJP stunned
Trinamool in West Bengal by
making big gains in the state
in the Lok Sabha elections, chi-
ef minister Mamata Banerjee

on Tuesday rejigged her 43-
member cabinet with her fo-
cus firmly on North Bengal
and Jangalmahal, where her
party faced huge reverses.

Mamata’s damage control
exercise came barely a couple
of hours after three Bengal
MLAs and 50 civic councillors

joined BJP at a press conferen-
ce at its central headquarters
in Delhi. While the MLAs are
from Trinamool, Congress
and CPM, all the councillors
are from Bengal’s ruling party.

The MLAs who crossed
over included Subhrangshu
Roy, the son of Mamata’s erst-
while confidant and now BJP
leader Mukul Roy. Tusharkan-
ti Bhattacharya (Congress)
and Debendra Roy (CPM) are
the other two MLAs.

BJP threatened more da-

mage to Trinamool. “We will
induct people from other parti-
es in phases just like elections
in Bengal were held in seven
phases. Tuesday’s was the first
phase. Many more are in touch
with us,” party general secre-
tary and Bengal in-charge Kai-
lash Vijayvargiya said, refer-
ring to PM Narendra Modi’s
statement during the campa-
ign that over 40 TMC MLAs we-
re in touch with BJP. 

1 MLA Each From
Cong & CPM Also
Switch Loyalties

Didi rejigs Cabinet as 1 TMC
MLA, 50 councillors join BJP

�Desertions every mth, P 7

FULL COVERAGE: P 7, 9 & 14
�Kin of 50 BJP workers
killed in Bengal in 6 yrs
invited for Modi oath, P 7

The 3 MLAs and 50 councillors at BJP’s New Delhi headquarters on Tuesday
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Mamata may attend
Modi’s swearing-in
Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee

indicated on Tuesday that
she may attend PM Modi’s

swearing-in on
Thursday as it
was a matter of
“constitutional
propriety”.
Banerjee had
skipped Modi’s

oath ceremony in 2014,
choosing to send Amit Mitra and
Mukul Roy (now in BJP). P 7
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