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Ragging could lead 
to disaffi  liation

SHOBHAA DE

HOW TO BE
A CHICK

Write to her at mybangaloremirror@timesgroup.com

...And other life lessons from 
she who knows better

G
iven the tattered state of a 
headless Mumbai, it would 
be fair to compare us to 
that squawking chicken 
running around helplessly, 

after being decapitated by a butcher. 
Not sure if the current governor of 
Maharashtra would get the simile… 
and no, Bhagat Singh Koshyari 
definitely does not resemble the 
neighbourhood butcher, but hey 
– the haalat of the average Mum-
baikar/Maharashtrian is pretty 
precarious at the moment. Even a 
headless chicken is better off – it 
knows the end is near. But, us? At 
the time of writing, several theories 
were floating around. The Empire 
of Evil Conspiracies is upon us, and 
analysts insist that the political 
developments in Maharashtra are 
following a well thought through 
script. And the author of the script 
is none other than Amit Shah. This 
is the way he planned the coup, say 
those who claim to be in the know. 
I find this most amusing, since 
nobody but nobody can fathom the 
Great Shah’s mind – not even NaMo. 
According to smart guessers, it was 
Sonia Gandhi’s ‘pettiness’, combined 
with Shah’s machinations, that led 
to this crazy situation. Was Sonia 
being petty when she refused to play 
ball with Sharad Pawar earlier this 
week? Will the lady relent? She is as 
ruthless and tough as the Maratha 
strongman. Maybe the sums just 
didn’t add up. There are those who 
say Sonia has basically lost interest 
and wants to focus on ‘other things’ 
after a life in politics. Perhaps she 
has also lost interest in pushing her 
son Rahul into running the Congress 
show. And getting Priyanka involved 
any more than she already is was 
never an option. Had Sonia played 
hard and not soft ball with Pawar, 
the fate of Maharashtra would have 
been different today.  

Discussing the breaking story 
with a group of informed, intel-
ligent 40-somethings the other day, 
what emerged was a brutally honest 
perspective, not just on Maharashtra, 
but India. As one young man strug-
gled to decode the implications of 
President’s Rule to a young woman 
(whose eyes glazed over rapidly), 
it was obvious from the comments 
flying around that a deep disillusion-
ment has set in. A disillusionment so 
strong, so entrenched, it may lead to 
a flight of intellectual and real capi-
tal in the months ahead. “What’s 
happening in Maharashtra is send-
ing out the worst signals to the busi-
ness community here and abroad. 
We ourselves are wondering about 
our long-term engagement here, giv-
en that we came back from overseas 
15 years ago, to participate in the 
India story.” This much is true. Here 
was a bright and highly motivated 

generation of young entrepreneurs 
who had kissed job opportunities in 
other countries goodbye, to come 
back and set up a new life in their 
home cities. They had prospered, 
married, produced kids, bought their 
first home, added a second holiday 
home, acquired three cars as the 
family grew… In other words, put 
down roots they hoped would be 
permanent. Today, they are looking 
to leave. I asked why, even though I 
had guessed the answer. I also asked 
where? “Florida!” answered an avid 
golfer, adding, “I want my kids to 
grow up in a cleaner, less polluted 
environment… just look at the qual-
ity of life in Mumbai. Look at our 
pathetic state. The city is collapsing. 
Check out the pot-holed roads, the 
filth and garbage, the price of living. 
It’s insane. We are doling out so 
much money, and what do we get in 
return?”  

This is one question politicians 
never answer. They don’t need to. 
The quality of their life is intact. 
Each new generation only doubles 
the bank balance and adds wealth. 
None of this is legit money. It is sto-
len money – our money. We watch 
helplessly from the sidelines as the 
political jostling continues. The 
maneuvering for power is so blatant, 
it ought to shock – but doesn’t. 
Citizens expect to be manipulated 
and exploited since corruption has 
been institutionalised. Now we are 
told Pawar and the NCP will come 
up with a master plan. (The deal? 
Supriya Pawar as Union minister.) A 
master plan for what? Not for us! But 
for themselves! As for the Shiv Sena 
– let’s wait and see how that cookie 
crumbles. No matter which way the 
argument goes, what Maharashtra 
definitely cannot afford is another 
election. The state is reeling from 
spiraling prices and the absurdity of 
paying Rs 100 per kilo for onions. 
Unseasonal rains have played havoc 
with our crops and now the uncer-
tainty of what lies ahead politically 
is making citizens jittery. If Shah 
wants to remote control Maharash-
tra, be our guest. But do it efficiently. 
We need infrastructure and invest-
ments, health care packages and 
rural education. Devendra Fadnavis 
tried and failed – the election results 
proved it. The Sena-Congress-NCP 
combo sounds worse than a vada 
pav stuffed with pasta and served 
swimming in a spicy ‘amti’.  Getting 
back to basics may not be possible – 
the days of jhunka-bhakri are over. 
Hybrid fast food is here to stay. To 
make it edible, palatable and afford-
able, Shah will have to do much 
more than add dhokla to the menu. 
Till we in Maharashtra know which 
way the wind is blowing, it’s wise to 
voluntarily shut up and put up. Till 
the gag order becomes official. 

The Ballad of the 
Besieged Mumbaikar  

A
fter the recent incident 
of ragging of a 22-year-
old BBA student in a 
private college affiliated 
to Bengaluru North 

University (BNU) came to light, 
the Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion has decided to come down 
heavily on college managements 
of State universities and is con-
sidering stripping institutes of all 
UGC affiliations. 

The department has also asked 
the State Universities to come up 
with an action plan to prevent 
the ragging in their next syndi-
cate meetings.

A sources from the ministry 
said, “Despite a stringent action 
plan set by the University Grants 
Commission (UGC), reports of 
ragging are constantly reported. 
There are anti-ragging regulations 
in place to prevent such incidents 
and yet this is the case. Next time 
such an incident is reported, we 
have to have a stricter reaction 
and not squash student’s 
dreams.”

On November 4, the UGC 
issued yet another circular, 

reminding the Higher Education 
Institutions to take strict meas-
ures against ragging. The circular 

also mentioned a nationwide, toll
free, anti-ragging helpline - 1800-
180-5522 and said the issue was 
marked as ‘top’ priority.

Rajnish Jain, secretary of UGC
said, “In spite of all these measures, 
we are yet to completely eliminate
the menace of ragging. This is 
adversely affecting the higher edu-
cation system of the country. We 
request everyone to take strong
measures to implement the Anti-
Ragging Regulations in the respec-
tive states and take stringent action 
against those flouting the guide-
lines.”

The UGC had also demanded 
the State to be declared as
“Ragging-Free State” at the earli-
est. However, within ten days of
this circular from UGC, BM 
reported a story about a student 
being picked on by 15 others. A 
senior official from the depart-
ment also said, “We have directed 
the Vice-Chancellors to take up
this issue in their upcoming syn-
dicate meetings and form an
action plan in the university 
level. They have to ensure that
they tick everything off the
checklist and also take their own
measures and report the same to 
the ministry within next one
month.”
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Department demands action plan before next syndicate meeting
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The pothole that 
refuses to die
The pathwork fi xing of roads in the city 
is starting to fall apart with just one 
short shower. The  Trinity-Richmond 
Road junction, which was recently fi xed 
(inset), is once again in dire need of re-
pair. A barricade was put on it, slowing 
down the ever-growing traffi  c
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Two of the accused hit him on the head 

with a wooden plank... they tried to strangle 

him. Anzari started bleeding from his nose. 

Ragged brutally, BBA 
student quits college, 
goes back to Kerala

15 students pick on compatriot, extort money 

M

A
22-year-old student from 

Kerala who was pursuing 

his Bachelor of Business 

Administration (BBA) 

degree in a reputed private 

college has withdrawn his admission, 

after being allegedly ragged by his 

college mates. He has since returned 

to his home state. The ragging 

included physical harm, death 

threats and extortion according to a 

complaint filed by Al Ameen Anzari.

The incident is said to have hap-

pened a few days back and Anzari 

filed a criminal complaint against the 

accused on Monday. The victim who 

had sustained serious injuries after he 

was viciously attacked, filed the com-

plaint on Monday when he had 

recovered from the injuries. 

Anzari had joined East Point 

College of Higher Education located 

at Virgo Nagar in Avalahalli on 

August 27.
“When he was returning to his 

room around 5 pm after his first day 

in college, around 15 of the accused 

waylaid him and took him to one of 

their rooms. There they tortured him 
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In-laws 
turn out

to be 
outlaws

J
ust two days into her mar-

riage, this bride realised that

her husband and his family

were fraudsters and that she

was her husband’s fourth wife.

The man had allegedly tried this 

trick on three other women to con 

them off money and jewellery.

The 22-year-old victim from

Tannery Road in KG Halli was mar-

ried to Ammanulla Basha, 29, who

had claimed to be working in Dubai 

as a teacher. After the wedding, her

in-laws took her to Dharmapuri in

Tamil Nadu. But on the day after the

wedding, her parents started panick-

ing when they could not speak to 

their daughter on the phone.

Suspecting something was wrong, 

they rushed to Tamil Nadu and 

found out that they had been

conned. The KG Halli police have

registered a case.

The accused who have been 

arrested are identified as Ammanulla

Basha, 29, the bridegroom, his 

father Basha Buda Khan, 58, and a 

relative identified as Zakeer Hussain,

47, all from Kumar Giri Colony in 

Dharmapuri, Tamil Nadu.

Khan along with Hussain, is

alleged to have brought the wedding

proposal to Gulfarn Saab, the vic-

tim’s father. Khan, who claimed that

his son was working abroad and

drawing a salary of Rs 1.25 lakh per
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Man claiming to be a school

teacher at Dubai cons city

based woman by marrying

her. She was his fourth wife

It all starts with this question when you 

enter college and the harassment never 

really ends - Mirror reporters break 

down how a toxic culture of casteism is 

plaguing our top institutes

A
pproximately 1,800 km

and three decades sepa-

rate the deaths of Chuni 

Kotal and Dr Payal Tadvi.

Kotal, the first woman graduate

from the Lodha Shabar community

of West Bengal, which was branded 

a “criminal tribe” by the British,

committed suicide on August 16, 

1992, in Kharagpur, after failing 

for two successive academic years

while pursuing a Master’s degree in

anthropology.

The reason: “Attendance short-

fall and low scores.”

Some 27 years later, 26-year-old

Tadvi, a Bhil Muslim pursuing a post-

graduate degree in gynaecology at 

the city’s Topiwala National Medical

College and BYL Nair Hospital, was

found hanging in her hostel room in

Mumbai, on May 22.

In her case, the fingers point

towards three of her seniors, who

have now been arrested.

Like Chuni Kotal, Dr Payal

Tadvi, too, was breaking barriers,

having come from a small town in

Jalgaon and become a 

gynaecologist — something that

no woman from her community

had ever done before.

Transcripts from her WhatsApp 

chat with a friend, as reported by

Mirror, reveal how vulnerable she 

was in the last few months of her 

life. So much so that her parents

feared she might kill herself. An 

investigation is currently on, to

connect the dots between the

alleged discrimination and the 

suicide. Tadvi’s death has brought

large numbers of students in 

Mumbai on to the streets, calling

for justice.

Between the deaths of the two 

women, there have been scores of 

cases of Dalits, Scheduled Castes

and Scheduled Tribes students,

succumbing to alleged exclusionary

practices at educational institutes,

which have got buried.

The caste spectre has, for long,

tainted India’s campuses, turning

classrooms into graveyards for the

oppressed; looming over even 

premier institutes such as the Indi-

an Institutes of Technology; the

Indian Institute of Science; the All

India Institute of Medical Sciences;

as well as a plethora of universities

and colleges across the country. 

A majority of these students are

first-generation schoolgoers,

coming from homes which, till

recently, did not have toilets or

even electricity.  They have a shaky

command over English, and lack a

sophistication that singles them out

easily in a crowd.

CASTE TENSIONS ON CAMPUS
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‘ARE YOU 

FROM 

QUOTA?’
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We carried this story on June 

2nd 2019

– A police officer quoting from the complaint
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RAGGING CASES 
REPORTED TO UGC 
FROM KARNATAKA

 State Karnataka

 2014 20

 2015 23

 2016 24

 2017 48

 Total 115

 SOURCE: UGC
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