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STRONG FORCE Should The Kanakapura MLA Team Up With Siddaramaiah, They Could Give BJP A Run For Its Money In Byelections

Shivakumar’s release a big boost 
for state Congress ahead of bypolls

BV.Shivashankar
@timesgroup.com 

Bengaluru: DK Shivakumar’s 
release from jail has not only 
come as a shot in the arm for 
the Congress leader’s political 
career, but also for his own 
party which is gearing up for 
the December 5 bypolls.

Shivakumar’s presence on 
the state scene is expected to 
give the Congress — reeling 
from poll debacles, desertions 
and scandals — much-needed 
traction. “His release will boost 
our campaign and prospects in 
the byelections,” said a senior 
Congress leader.

Supporters are hoping Shi-
vakumar will be made state 
Congress president, replacing 
incumbent Dinesh Gundurao. 
It is no secret that Shivakumar 
has been aspiring for the post. 

However, the big challenge 
for Shivakumar is to work in 
tandem with Congress Legis-
lature Party leader and former 
chief  minister Siddaramaiah. 
This is crucial for the party’s 
prospects in the bypolls. Given 
his track record as a poll strat-
egist and experience as cam-
paign committee chairman in 
the 2018 elections, Shivakumar 
will help consolidate the Vok-
kaliga community vote.

But it won’t be easy since 
he could upset the ‘monopoly’ 
Siddaramaiah appears to 
have established. It could also 
lead to divisions as a section 
of  senior leaders who had op-
posed Siddaramaiah’s candi-
dature for the opposition 
leader’s post, are expected to 
rally behind Shivakumar. 

“The rivalry between Shi-
vakumar and Siddaramaiah is 
likely to intensify,” one leader 
said. “They need to bury the 
hatchet for the sake of  the 
party. Siddaramaiah also has 
to set his ego aside.”

But it might take time for 
Shivakumar to get going. “The 
legal course of  the Enforce-
ment Directorate’s case and the 
possibility of  the CBI filing a 
case against him looms large,” 

said a Congress leader.
There is opposition to Shi-

vakumar too within a section 
of  the Congress. Some say it 
will be detrimental to make 
him party president while he 
is facing court cases. 

But former speaker KR 
Ramesh Kumar, who is identi-
fied with the Siddaramaiah 
camp, said: “It is natural Shi-
vakumar gets a significant role 
in terms of  leading the party. 
We can expect some positive 
change after the bypolls,” 

The ruling BJP will be re-
duced to a minority if  the 
party fails to win at least eight 
seats in the bypolls. The saf-
fron is naturally worried as a 
Shivakumar-Siddaramaiah 
combination could prove for-
midable if  they really 
get going.
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Kalaburagi: Former Prime 
Minister and JD(S) supremo 
HD Deve Gowda joined a pro-
test in Yadgir against police 
inspector Bapugouda for al-
legedly using force against 
JD(S) workers during an ear-
lier protest.

Gowda sat in protest along-
side Sharanagouda Kandkur, 
son of  Gurmitkal MLA Naga-
nagouda Kandkur, former min-
ister Bandeppa Kashempur 
and a JD(S) worker, even refus-
ing an umbrella and preferring 
to weather the heat. Police had 
imposed section 144 which 
meant not more than four peo-
ple could gather at a time.

Bapugouda had kicked off  
a storm when he allegedly 
man-handled Sharanagouda 
and even booked a case against 
him and other JD(S) workers 
for protesting against the gov-
ernment’s delay in providing 

flood relief.  JD(S) leaders and 
workers retaliated by launch-
ing a protest against the inspec-
tor, calling for his suspension. 
Hundreds of  protesters have 
picketed the station premises 
for the past three days. Sharan-
agouda said the inspector was 
informed of  the earlier protest, 
but he ignored it.

The JD(S) had called for a 
massive protest on Wednesday, 
but police imposed section 144 
until Friday 9pm.

Gowda alleged CM BS Yedi-
yurappa is not allowing other 
Lingayat leaders to grow in the 
state. “Sharanagouda Kand-
kur, a leader from this region, 
is growing in stature as a state 
leader but Yediyurappa could 
not digest it so is suppressing 
him by filing cases against 
him,” Gowda said. “I came here 
to lend moral support to party 
workers, especially Markend-
appa Mangegar who was as-
saulted by the police.”
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Bengaluru: DK Shivakumar’s 
impending release from jail is 
expected to have a bearing on 
the JD(S), which is facing re-
bellion allegedly fuelled by a 
section of  Congress leaders.

Twenty-seven legislators, 
including 11 MLCs, have re-
portedly decided to quit the 
JD(S) in protest against the 
alleged autocratic style of  
functioning of  the Gowda 
family. Sources say the dis-
gruntled legislators have al-
ready held a secret meeting 
and are planning to meet 
again to firm up plans.

With midterm polls a dis-
tinct possibility, these rebel 
legislators are moving to safe-
guard their careers, especially 
given the JD(S)’s waning popu-
larity even in the Old Mysuru 
region. Reports suggest the 
Congress think-tank including 
CLP leader Siddaramaiah is 
keen on weakening the JD(S) 
to boost Congress’ prospects of  
returning to power.

However, Shivakumar’s 
return to the state is expected 
to stymie those efforts as the 

Kanakapura strongman 
enjoys a fine rapport with 
the Gowda family. Moreo-
ver, he would not want to 

earn the wrath of  the Vok-
kaliga community by sup-
porting the mission.

“After mending relations 
with the Gowda family, Shiva-
kumar is being seen as a future 
leader of  the Vokkaliga com-
munity,” said a close associate 
of  Shivakumar. “Going by Shi-
vakumar’s unflinching sup-
port to Kumaraswamy during 
the coalition government re-
gime, the Gowda family is 
obliged to support him. There-
fore, Shivakumar will neither 
support nor indulge in any 
plan to weaken the JD(S).”

Moreover, the Siddaramai-
ah camp may focus on consoli-
dating their position within 
the Congress. “With Shivaku-
mar and G Parameshwara 
coming under the I-T scanner, 
Siddaramaiah was unquestion-
able in the state Congress. But 
that will not be so now. Sid-
daramaiah cannot take any 
unilateral decision overlook-
ing Shivakumar’s views,” an-
other Congress leader said.

However, Siddaramaiah 
camp followers denied claims 
that they are working to weak-
en the JD(S). “Why will JD(S) 
MLAs quit party and join Con-
gress when there are no elec-
tions around the corner? This 
is mere speculation,” a Con-
gress leader said.

J D ( S )  s p o ke s p e r s o n 
Ramesh Babu insisted there 
won’t be any defections. “No 
doubt some MLAs are unhap-
py, but none will leave,” he said.

PARTY TIME: Congress workers celebrate in Chikkamagaluru after leader DK Shivakumar was granted bail

DKS’ return could 
halt JD(S) defections 

It is up to the party high command how 
to utilise Shivakumar’s services. Our 

priority is to win all seats in the bypolls apart 
from fighting the court case
DK Suresh | CONGRESS MP
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Bengaluru: Hours before he 
was granted bail, Congress 
president Sonia Gandhi on 
Wednesday called on DK Shi-
vakumar in Tihar jail and 
promised him all support.

Sonia was accompanied by 
Congress general secretary 

Ambika Soni 
and Shivaku-
mar’s brother 
and MP DK 
Suresh. The 
meeting came 
as a boost to 
Shivakumar, 
who has been 
beleaguered 

by the money laundering case.
After the meeting, Suresh 

told reporters Sonia told Shiva-
kumar that his is a case of  “po-
litical vendetta” and other Con-
gress leaders are also being 
targeted by the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre. 

“We have to fight them and 
emerge strong from this,” 
Suresh quoted the Congress 
president as saying.

On Monday, former Karna-
taka chief  minister HD Kumar-
aswamy had also met Shivaku-
mar. Shivakumar has been 
lodged in Tihar jail since he 
was arrested by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) on Sep-
tember 3 in a money launder-
ing case. The case was regis-
tered by the ED in September 
last year. 

Vokkaliga supporters of DK 
Shivakumar have already laid 

down elaborate plans to boost his 
leadership potential across the 
state. The Federation of Vokkaliga 
Organizations is planning a huge 
public meeting next month to 
show support for Shivakumar. 
The federation plans to organise 
a welcome rally to receive him on 
his arrival. Shivakumar is likely to 
tour the state and launch mass 
contact programmes on the lines 
of Grama Vastavya (village stay) 
popularised by former chief 
minister HD Kumarswamy.
“Shivakumar’s leadership is not 
just limited to Vokkaligas. His 
tour is aimed at highlighting his 
pan-Karnataka popularity,” said S 
Sanneerappa, general secretary 
of Karnataka Rakshana Vedike.

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court on Wednesday sought 
Karnataka assembly speaker 
Vishweshwar Hegde Kageri’s 
view on his predecessor KR 
Ramesh’s stand before the SC 
that deciding on the resigna-
tions of  15 rebel Congress 
and JD(S) MLAs would have 
rendered the disqualification 
proceedings initiated against 
them for alleged anti-party 
activities infructuous.

A bench of  Justices NV 

Ramana, Sanjiv Khanna and 
Krishna Murari also stayed 
proceedings before the Kar-
nataka high court where a 
petition has been filed chal-
lenging the postponement of  
bypolls. The Election Com-
mission, through senior ad-
vocate Rakesh Dwivedi, 
pointed out that it had de-
ferred the bypolls after an 
understanding arrived on 
this score between parties 
before the SC.

In an interim order in July, 
the SC had directed that the 
rebel MLAs could not be forced 

to take part in the trust vote 
moved by the Congress-JD(S) 
coalition headed by HD Ku-
maraswamy, which the gov-
ernment lost on July 24. How-
ever, Kumar had told the SC 
that he could not be dictated 
by the apex court on how to 
proceed with the issues relat-
ing to the pending resignations 
and disqualification as the 

speaker’s office did not come 
under the SC’s jurisdiction.

Five days after the Kumar-
aswamy government fell, 
Ramesh termed the resigna-
tions of  the rebel MLAs as 
non-voluntary and rejected 
them. He then proceeded to 
disqualify them for the rest 
of  the assembly’s term — till 
2023. This prevented the dis-

qualified MLAs from being 
part of  the new BJP govern-
ment headed by BS Yedi-
yurappa and also blocked 
them from contesting the 
bypolls, which were later de-
ferred by the EC.

In the midst of  final hear-
ing, the bench asked the cur-
rent speaker’s counsel Sau-
rav Mishra to furnish his 
view on Ramesh’s stand that 
the resignations could not be 
decided ahead of  disqualifi-
cation proceedings.

This bench’s question 
came after senior advocates 

Mukul Rohatgi, CA Sundar-
am, AK Ganguly and KV 
Vishwanathan, appearing for 
the rebel MLAs, argued that 
the legislators had the right 
to resign and the speaker had 
no option but to accept it if  
on that day, the latter had no 
information about the resig-
nations being non-voluntary. 
They said incidents cited in 
the disqualification were all 
after the submission of  resig-
nations and hence could not 
have been taken into consid-
eration. Arguments will con-
tinue on Thursday. 

Madikeri: Legislator Appachu 
Ranjan has written to educa-
tion minister S Suresh Kumar 
urging him to remove a lesson 
on Tipu Sultan from school 
textbooks.

In July, the BJP cancelled 
government celebration of  
Tipu Jayanti which was 
launched by the Siddaramaiah-
led Congress government.

“The lesson on Tipu is fac-
tually incorrect. It should be 
removed. I have written to min-
ister Suresh Kumar that he 

[Tipu] is not a freedom fighter,” 
Ranjan told reporters.

 In his letter, Ranjan said: 
“History lessons portray the 
ruler wrongly as a freedom 
fighter; he was a tyrant. He 
fought only to expand his own 
kingdom and not for freedom 
of  the country. Tipu joined 
hands with the French and 
converted thousands of  Hin-
dus to Islam. He killed people 
who resisted conversion. He 
used Persian language and he 
was anti-Kannada.” TNN

Vokkaligas plan 
rousing welcome

In the midst of final hearing, the bench asked the cur-
rent speaker’s counsel Saurav Mishra to furnish his 
view on Ramesh’s stand that the resignations could 
not be decided ahead of disqualification proceedings.

Remove lesson on Tipu 
from textbooks: BJP MLA

Sonia pays 
him a visit

Siddaramaiah   
confronted 
over relief
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Bagalkot: Opposition leader 
Siddaramaiah was left embar-
rassed when an elderly woman 
confronted him over lack of  
relief  measures for flood vic-
tims, while on a tour of  flood-
affected areas in his constitu-
ency Badami.

The Congress Legislature 
Party leader visited Badami to 
take stock of  damage due to 
floods. During a visit to Kittali 
village, Iravva Talawar, an el-
derly woman from Sulla village, 
stopped his car and asked him: 
“We were told that if  we vote for 
you, we will get a house. Now 
you have got our vote, but we 
have not got the house. Who will 
give us the house?”

Iravva also complained that 
people have not got any com-
pensation from the government 
so far. The senior Congress 
leader was accompanied by a 
group of  supporters and the lo-
cal police. Siddaramaiah also 
visited flood-affected villages of  
Govanakoppa, Khyad, Sulla and 
Hebballi and Guledagudda vil-
lages and spoke to people.

Siddaramaiah later said the 
situation reflects government 
apathy. “BJP is not serious 
about flood relief  work,” the 
former CM said. 
‘I’ll become CM again’
Siddaramaiah insisted the Con-
gress will return to power and 
he will be CM again. “It may 
happen in April-May. We will 
respond to people’s grievances 
and ensure adequate relief  for 
flood-affected people,” he said. 
He said he has lost all hope in 
the BJP government. “Several 
times I have urged Yediyurappa 
to address problems of  flood 
victims, but he has completely 
failed,” he said. 

Deve Gowda sits 
in on JD(S) protest

POOR LIGHT: A picture of chief minister BS Yediyurappa preparing for a 
photo shoot on Sunday went viral on social media. Pictures from the 
shoot are to be published with government advertisements to mark 100 
days of the BJP in office. Some social media users took a dig at the CM 
for neglecting flood-hit people of North Karnataka and likened him to 
emperor Nero, who fiddled while Rome burnt

SC asks speaker to clarify stand on disqualification of MLAs

ON THE BOIL: Youth Congress 
workers on Wednesday staged a 
protest at Bengaluru’s Maurya 
Circle against the central and 
state government over the 
handling of floods in the state. 
They also protested the increase 
in unemployment, economic 
slowdown and what they called 
the government’s misuse of I-T 
department, Enforcement 
Directorate and the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 

TRYING TO WIN 
BACK VOTERS

PTI

We are confident he 
will get justice. The 

BJP conspired to malign his 
reputation by misusing 
central agencies, but he 
will emerge clean. The 
Congress will stand by him.
Dinesh Gundurao | KPCC

PRESIDENT

TOI

Md Asad

Bengaluru: On October 18,
an autorickshaw driver in the
city went out of his way to re-
turn the phone of a passenger
who forgot it in his vehicle.

Around 9.30pm on Friday,
Aprajita Gaurav, 23, hailed an
auto from Indiranagar —
where she had a party with col-
leagues — to reach her MG
Road office. Aprajita, who
works at an IT firm, had forgot-
ten her iPhone 7 Plus in the au-
to. “The very thought it made
me sad as it was a gift from my
mother,” Aprajita told TOI.

“I tried calling my num-
ber from the office reception

but the calls went unanswer-
ed. Later, I took the office cab
and reached my home in San-
jaynagar,” she said.

However, a pleasant sur-
prise awaited her. Auto driv-

Both Aprajita and her fa-
ther Kumar Birendra Tiwari
were elated to receive Wajid,
who arrived with the iPhone.
“The incident has restored
my faith in humanity. I take
auto rides frequently. In fact,
this is the second time I had
left my phone after the ride. I
wan’t lucky during the first
time,” said Aprajita.

Tiwari said, “The resale
value of the phone is around
Rs 35,000. I really appreciate
honest people like Wajid who
travelled at least 12km to re-
turn my daughter’s phone,
that too at 11.30pm braving
the rain. It is rare to find such
honest people.”

er Wajid Pasha, 45, who had
driven till Commercial Street
after dropping Aprajita,
found the phone in the back
seat. “It had started raining
heavily and I was trying to
cover the seats. It was then
that I found the phone. But it
was switched off. I immedi-
ately drove back to MG Road
in a friend’s auto as rainwa-
ter had entered the engine of
my vehicle,” he added. 

It was around 11pm when
Wajid reached Aprajita’s of-
fice. When the security guard
informed him that the em-
ployee had already left, Wajid
decided to meet her and hand
over the phone personally.

Auto driver braves rain, travels 
12km to return iPhone to passenger

Mrinalini.Bhat@timesgroup.com

6th Death Anniversary

SHRI SANNE SURAPPA 

03.04.1924  to 24.10.2013

Those we love don't go
away, they walk beside
us everyday, unseen, 
unheard, But always
Near, loved, missed &

held very dear. Fondly Remembered by
Sons, Daughters-in-law, Grand children 
& Great grand Children

GOOD SAMARITAN: Wajid Pasha

Shivakumar was arrested
by the ED on September 3
and sent to Tihar Jail af-

ter being remanded in judi-
cial custody. With the ED
planning to challenge the
HC’s order in the Supreme
Court, relief to Shivakumar
might not last long. The Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) is also reportedly get-
ting ready to arrest him in its
probe under the Prevention of
Corruption Act (PAC).

“The CBI is preparing the
ground to take him into custo-
dy. The probe agency is yet to
file an FIR. Once this is done,

chances of Shivakumar get-
ting arrested cannot be ruled
out,’’ sources said.

After Enforcement Direc-
torate’s letter, the state gov-
ernment on September 3 gave
permission to the CBI to
probe the corruption charges
against the Congress leader.
“The order was open-ended
and did not mention any spe-
cific charge,’’ sources added.

The seven-time MLA is
under investigation along
with Hanumanthaiah, an em-
ployee of Karnataka Bhavan
in Delhi, and a few others for
alleged offences under the
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA).

Probe agency to challenge 
HC’s order in Supreme Court
�Continued from page 1

Bengaluru: The Universi-
ty Grants Commission
(UGC) is planning to intro-
duce new regulations for
PhD in the next two months.

Speaking on the side-
lines of the convocation of
MS Ramaiah University of
Applied Sciences on
Wednesday, the vice-chair-
man of UGC, Prof Bhush-
an Patwardhan, said that
in order to understand
why the quality of PhDs
has come down despite
UGC regulations in place,
a study has been initiated
where PhDs will be

mapped to regulations and
it will be checked if they
are being followed in the 14
institutions in the country,
which are a part of this
programme.

“The institutes will
study the PhDs awarded and
find out if they have fol-
lowed the norms, for in-
stance, whether the teach-
ers were qualified to guide
them. A common methodol-
ogy has been prepared. We
will also introduce the new
regulations,” he said. One
PhD student, 336 postgradu-
ates and 467 undergradu-
ates received their degrees
at convocation ceremony.

New PhD regulations in 2
months: UGC vice-chairman
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Dr. George Thoduka
Consultant Physician

Born on 20/10/1949
passed away on

22/10/2019
Deeply mourned by
family, friends and

relatives
Funeral services in

Poovarani , Kerala on
25/10/2019

Contact: 903S838550
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Smt. I auuue
Vimalamma

W/o. Late Sri Tallam
Venkatachalapathy
Born: O5-O9-1936

Reached the Lotus
feet of the Lord on

Tuesday 22-10-2019
Inserted By

Sons, Daughters-in law,
Daughters , Sons-in law,

Grand Children and
Great Grand children

Tallam & Purgula families

1st Anniversary

P 
my 1k,

M. RAVINDRANATH
24th October 2018

Those we love don't go away,
they walk beside us

every day, unseen, unheard,
but always new , still loved,

still missed & very dear

"Always selfless, loving & kind,
such are the memories you leave

behind."

Ueep ly  Missed b y

Family members,
Hclatives and Friends

5th Death
Anniversary

In loving memory of

SrI.S.P. Francis
(Hennur Bande)

who left us on 24/10/2014
National awardee, Agriculturist,

Industrialist , Social worker
& Philanthropist.

May his soul enjoy the
eternal peace & serve

the Lord. Amen.
By- Family & Friends
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