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New Delhi: The All India Co-
uncil of Technical Education
(AICTE) has directed engine-
ering colleges and other tech-
nical institutes in the count-
ry todraft a “conflict of inter-
est” policy for startups estab-
lished by faculty members to
ensure their regular duties
donot suffer.

The human resource deve-
lopment (HRD) ministry’s
technical education regulator
had recently come up with a
policy for students’ startups
in technical institutes. Howe-
ver, there is no policy defining
the dos and don’ts for the fa-
culty members involved in
startups on campuses.

According to the policy for
students’ startups, participa-
tion in startuprelated activiti-
es by faculty members will be
considered legitimate. This is
in addition to teaching, rese-
arch and development pro-
jects, industrial consultancy
and management duties and
must be considered while eva-
luating the annual perfor-
mance of thefaculty.

“For better coordination
of the entrepreneurial activi-
ties, norms for faculty to run
startups should be created by
institutes. Only those techno-
logies should be taken for fa-
culty startups which origina-
te from within the same insti-
tute,” asenior official said. pmi




