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Punjab records 45% rise in farm fires- The state has already
recorded a 45 per cent increase in stubble burning incidents till October 11.
According to PPCB, the state had recorded 435 incidents of stubble burning till
October 11last year. This year, the figure has shot up to 630.

#

#WASHINGTON
In a major setback for India’s econo-
mic outlook, a World Bank report on
Sunday estimated India’s economic
growth in the current fiscal at 6 per
cent, lower than the Reserve Bank of
India’s latest revised outlook of 6.1
per cent.

“In India, after the broad-based
deceleration in the first quarters of
this fiscal year, growth is projected to
fall to 6.0 per cent this fiscal year,” said
the report named “South Asia Econo-
mic Focus, Fall 2019: Making (De)
centralization Work”.

The growth forecast for India for
the financial year 2019-20 was even
lower than that of Nepal and Bangla-
desh which the estimates project to
grow at 6.5 per cent and 7.2 per cent
respectively.

The estimate comes, just days af-
ter Moody’s Investor Services and In-
dia Ratings and Research reduced the-
ir FY20 growth forecast for India to 5.8
per cent and 6.1per cent, respectively.
Earlier, RBI sharply revised the India’s
GDP growth estimate for the current
fiscal to 6.1per cent from 6.9 per cent.
Recently, the ADB and the OECD lo-
wered India’s growth forecasts to
6.5% and 5.9%, respectively. IANS

Now, World Bank slashes
India’s growth estimate
India’s growth forecast has been slashed to 6%, lower than RBI’s 6.1%; 
projection lower than that for Nepal (6.5%) and Bangladesh (7.2%)

WB’s estimate comes days after Moody’s reduced its forecast for India

As news of his death spread, a large
number of RTC employees and leaders
of political parties gathered at the ho-
spital. They blamed the Chandrashek-

har Rao government for the tra-
gedy. Police had to deploy forces
to maintain law and order. Me-
anwhile, RTC employees staged
protests at depots across the sta-
te. Reddy’s fellow employees in
Khammam district staged a si-
lent protest.

Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee working president A
Revanth Reddy rushed to the
hospital and is coordinating

with doctors for arrangements for post
mortem and further course. BJP Te-
langana state president Dr K Laksh-
man, CPI national secretary K Naraya-
na and others mourned the death of
Reddy.

Day after his immolation
bid, TSRTC driver dies 
He set self ablaze on Saturday after hearing of govt’s
refusal to accept demands of striking employees

Protesting TSRTC employees on Sun

ANI

#SAGAR (MP)
The father of a teenage molestation vic-
tim allegedly committed suicide after
accusing the woman principal of his
daughter’s school and others of pressu-
ring him into withdrawing the moles-
tation case, police in Madhya Pradesh’s
Sagar district said on Sunday.

The 16-year-old girl’s father hanged
himself from an electricity pole in a field
late Saturday night in Garhakota, 42 km
from the district headquarters here, an
official said. A suicide note, purportedly
written by the deceased, named the wo-
man principal of the government-run
girls’ school where the victim studied
and some others, he added. “The suici-

de note alleges that the woman princi-
pal and some others were forcing the
deceased to withdraw the molestation
case filed by his daughter last month,”
Garhakota police station in charge
Kamlendra Kalchuri said.

The girl, a Class X student, had accu-
sed a teacher, Pradeep Jain, of molesting
her after which the latter was arrested
last month under relevant sections of
the IPC and Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, the
official said. “On the basis of the suicide
note, we have charged the school prin-
cipal and others under section 306 of
the IPC for abetment of suicide. No ar-
rests have been mad,.”Kalchuri said. PTI

‘Under pressure’, father of
molestation victim hangs self
Alleged pressure by school principal to take back case 

#NEW DELHI
A 21-year-old youth has been arrested
from Sonipat in Haryana for allegedly
snatching the handbag of Prime Mini-
ster Narendra Modi’s niece Damyanti-
ben Modi, police said on Sunday. Me-
anwhile, Delhi BJP president Manoj
Tiwari on Sunday held illegal immi-
grants responsible for 80 per cent cri-
mes in the national capital, referring to
the incident.

Damayantiben’s bag, containing
cash of Rs 56,000 and two mobile pho-
nes, was wrenched from her grasp by
two persons when she was alighting
from an auto rickshaw on Saturday
morning.

Police identified the two snat-
chers, one of whom Gaurav alias Nonu
was arrested from Sonipat. Gaurav is a
resident of Sadar Bazar in Delhi but so-
metimes stayed in Nabi Karim here,
they said. Efforts are on to nab his ac-

1held for robbing PM’s niece;
Tiwari targets illegal residents
Delhi BJP chief claims 80% crimes in Delhi are by illegal immigrants

#NEW DELHI
Ethics and etiquettes of social media,
how to use Google search better, yoga
and pranayama and resume writing
are part of the ‘life skills’ curriculum
developed by the University Grants
Commission (UGC).

The commission had recently
launched ‘Jeevan Kaushal’, a life skills
programme in the curriculum for un-
der-graduate courses across the co-
untry. The programme, which carri-
es eight credit points, can be accom-

modated in any semester and is aimed
at inculcating emotional and intellec-
tual competencies in students and de-
velop verbal and non-verbal commu-
nication skills.

“Today when we talk about wri-
ting skills and communication skills,
we cannot ignore writing on social
media. The social media websites are a
good medium to connect but stu-
dents must know the advantages and
disadvantages.

“There have to be some ethics and

etiquettes of social media and the cur-
riculum will teach them the same.
There is also a module on how to use
Google search better," a senior UGC
official said.

Personal skills like empathising
and trusting colleagues for improving
interpersonal relations, projecting a
good personal image to have a positi-
ve impact on one’s career, networking
and negotiation skills besides perso-
nal and professional moral codes of
conduct are part of the curriculum. PTI

Social media etiquette, yoga part of UGC ‘life skills’ syllabus
The curriculum for under-graduate courses also includes lessons on how to do a Google search, write a resume

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sith-
aramanwill hold a
review meeting
with CEOs of public
sector banks on
Monday to discuss various
issues as part of efforts to prop
up the economy. The meeting is
expected to review fund flow to
stressed NBFC and MSME sec-
tors, sources said. This will be he
rsecond meeting with CEOs of
PSBs in less than a month. PTI

Facing flak after
he cited Rs 120
crore business
done by three
movies on a single
day to rebut
suggestions of an economic
slump in the country, Union
minister Ravi Shankar Pra-
sadon Sunday withdrew his
comments. He claimed that a
part of his statement had been
“completely twisted out of
context”. PTI

Day 8 of Telangana RTC strike

P Pavan in HYDERABAD
mybangaloremirror@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMirror

A
driver of Telangana State Ro-
ad Transport Corporation
(TSRTC) driver who had set
himself ablaze on Saturday

succumbed to his burn injuries on
Sunday morning at a corporate hospi-
tal in Hyderabad. Soon after, the Joint
Action Committee (JAC) of the RTC
employees called for a bandh in
Khammam district on Monday.

The driver, identified as Srinivasa
Reddy (55), was employed with the
TSRTC depot in Khammam. On Satur-
day, he was at his home wat-
ching the news when CM K
Chandrashekhar Rao anno-
unced that none of the
48,000-odd striking employ-
ees would be taken back on
job and that their salaries for
September should not be re-
leased. 

Reddy, frustrated at the
government’s refusal to ac-
cede to their demands, do-
used himself with kerosene. His son
too was injured while trying to save
him. Reddy was rushed to a hospital in
Hyderabad with 90 per cent burns. He
died in the hospital around Sunday
noon. 

FM to meet CEOs
of PSU banks today

Prasad withdraws
comment on economy 

ELSEWHERE 
ININDIA

How did Bapu kill
self, school asks
#AHMEDABAD
Aquestion in a school exam on how
Mahatma Gandhi committed suicide
has shocked the Gujarat education
authorities, prompting them to
initiate an inquiry into it. The suicide
question was asked in Gujarati to
Class 9 students during an internal
assessment examination of schools
run under the banner of ‘Sufalam
Shala Vikas Sankul’, an official said. PTI

Delhi BJP chief Manoj Tiwari

complice, identified as Badal.
The stolen items, including the Rs

56,000 and some of the documents,
have been recovered, said Deputy
Commissioner of Police (North) Mo-
nika Bhardwaj.

Tiwari demands NRC
Tiwari said his demand for national re-
gister for citizens (NRC) exercise in
Delhi is for identifying and evicting
such illegal immigrants involved in
crimes. “As many as 80 per cent crimes
involve illegal immigrants in Delhi.
That’s why I have been demanding
NRC but whenever I do so, Arvind Kej-
riwal rises as their shield,” he said. PTI

Srinivasa
Reddy

Pranayama is part of curriculum
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