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BENGALURU, DHNS: BJP
state presidentNalinKumar
KateelonSatuut rdayruur bbished
talkthattherewasnocoordi-
nation between the Centre
and the state government,
both ruled by the saffron
parttr yyt .
The Opposition Congress

and JD(S) have charged that
the Modi administration
cold-shoulderedChiefMinis-
terBSYediyuuy rappaonthean-
nouncementfllf oodreliefaid.
“As soon the calamity

happened,NDRFandSDRF
teams jumped into action
and carried out excellent
rescueandreliefwork.Union
ministersvisitedthefllf ood-hit
regionsandtookupanaerial
survvr ey.ThePMwas indirect
contact with the CM. They
had proper coordination,”
Kateeltoldreporttr ers.
The Dakshina Kannada

MPalsohailedtheYediyuuy rap-
pa government for having
donea“good job”in tackllk ing
the fllf ood situation, despite
criticism from the Opposi-
tion. “The state government
has not failed in relief work;
ourCMYediyuuy rappahassa done
thingsthatnogovernmentin
thepastcoulddo.Hetookde-
cisionsnogovernmenthadin
thepast.Reliefworkwasdone
quickllk y.Thegovernmenthas
doneagoodjob,”hesaid.

Kateel rejects
claimsonCentre-
statediscord

ALMATTI, DHNS:Basava Jaya
Mrutyunjaya of Lingayat
Panchamshali Peeth on Sat-
urday warned of statewide
protest if the BJP failed to
withdraw show-causenotice
served onBijapurBJPMLA
BasanagoudaPatilYatnal.
Speakiik ngtoreporttr ershere,

the seer said, “Flash fllf oods
andshowershavehitnormal
life inKrrK ishnabasindistricts.
NoMPorMLAfromthestate
took up the fllf ood victims’
cause. Basanagouda Patil
Yatnalraisedhisvoiceforthe
people of north Karnataka,
whohavelosttheirhouses,be-
longings and crops to fllf oods,
he said adding that the chief
minister had been urged to
withdrawthenotice.
The seer said, “There is a

systematic attempt to sup-
pressandstifllf etheLingayats
and backwwk ard classes in the
state.”

Seerwarnsof
stir ifBJPtakes
actionagainst

Yatnal

TheCentre’sinterimrelief
of Rs 1,200 crore will be
used to help those dis-

placed by the fllf oods construct
new homes and compensate
farmersforcroplosses,author-
itiessaidSaturday.
TheCabinetsub-committee

on natural calamities headed
byRevenueMinisterRAshoka
is slated tomeet onOctober 9
where modalities for the way
forwardwillbe finalised.
The Centre’s interim relief

ofRs1,200crorewilladdtoRs
2,577.93 crore the state gov-
ernmenthadalready released
to take up fllf ood-relief work.
“So, it’s not that the govern-
ment had stopped working

because there was no money
before the Centre announced
the interim relief,” Revenue
Secretary (disaster manage-
ment) T K Anil Kumar said,
adding that at least Rs 500
crore is available with the dis-
trictadministrationofBelaga-
vi,oneoftheworst-hitdistricts.
The government has start-

ed the process of geotagging
homes that have sustained
damages to ensure the
fllf ood-relief funds are notmis-
used. The geotagginghas also
meant that the fllf ood damage
dataisdynamicinthatitiscon-
stantly updated. For instance,
thegovernmenthadestimated
initially that 2.43 lakh people
willneedhousing,whichisnow
downto1.16 lakh.

Speakingtoreporters,Asho-
kasaidKarnataka iseligible to
getRs3,891.80crore fromthe
Centre as per National Disas-
ter Response Fund (NDRF)

norms. “Out of that, the Cen-
trehasgrantedRs 1,200crore
andwewill request theCentre
toreleasemoresoon,”hesaid.
On Saturday, the Finance

Commission Division of the
Department of Expenditure
under the Finance Min-
istry released the interim
relief to Karnataka in two
batches - Rs 897 crore and
Rs303crore.
Ashoka clarified that the

Centre had not “rejected” the
state’s fllf ood damage assess-
ment. “The Centre has just
soughtsomeclarificationonRs
10,000assistancewehavegiv-
en to 2,365 families (totalling
Rs202.36crore) insidewhose
homes fllf ood water had en-
tered.ThisRs10,000includes
NDRF share of Rs 3,800,” he
explained. “TheCentre said it
can’tbegiven,butouropinion
is that it can.”
Soon after the floods

smashed, the government re-
leased Rs 417.93 crore, Asho-
kasaid,andRs1,160crorehad
been given to theHousing de-
partment for the new houses
that have to be built. “We are
identifying land for the new
houses.We’re looking atmin-
imum 30x30 or 30x40 sqft
sites. Beneficiaries will get Rs
1lakhinadvance,”Ashokasaid.

Interimrelief:Cabinet
sub-panel tomeetonOct9
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Centrehadsoughtclarification
onflooddamageassessment,

saysAshoka
▼▼

Peoplenotcomim ni gforwr ara dto
avaia li ofrelil efbenefif tst :Mini in sts er
Theflf ood-affected

peoplearenotcoming
forwardtoavailofrehabil-
itationfacilitiesprovided
bythestategovernment,
accordingtoLawand
ParliamentaryMinisterJ
CMadhuswamy,reports
DHNSfromTumakuru.
Speakingtoreport-

ersonthesidelinesof
aprogrammehereon
Saturday,Madhuswamy
said ithadbeenestimated
that90,000housesare
requiredtoaccommodate
peopledisplacedbyflf oods.
“Butonly9,000applica-
tionshavebeenreceived
sofar,”hesaid.
Madhuswamysaidthat

thegovernmenthadmade
arrangements for flf ood
victimstoobtainhouses
onrentandhadprovided
Rs10,000asadhocrelief
toeachfamily.
“Peoplewhoplay

politicsoverdrought lack
sightof thesemeasures,”
hesaid.
Theministersaidthat

thestategovernmenthad
alreadyspentRs2,000
croreonflf oodrelief.
“Hugesumsofmoneyis
requiredforcompensat-
ingpeoplewholost their
plantationsdueto land-
slides.Wewerewaiting
fortheCentralaid forthis
purpose.”

Actors Aindrita Ray and Diganth perform at the Sandalwood Night organised as part of
Yuva Dasara in Mysuru on Saturday.DHPHOTO/SAVITHA B R
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Leasehold farmerVenkataramanaandhissister-in-law
Sridevi rebuild their shelterwhichwaswashedaway

inrecent floods, inAikurvillageofSurpur taluk,Yadgir
district.DHPHOTO/PUSHKARV

Landlessfarmersarelan-
guishing at the bottom
of the agrarian society,

which is gripped by an eco-
nomiccrisis.
Having secured a fewacres

of land for cultivation at high
costs, the losses causedby the
recent fllf oods have devastated
many such farmers in Yadgir
andRaichurdistricts.
Venkataramana, a landless

farmmr erandhisfamily,including
twwt o children, barely escaped
with their lives in the dark of
thenightasKrrK ishnawaterlev-
els surged alarmingly behind
them.Thewarnnr ingforpossible
inundationduetoheavyyv infllf ow
from dams upstream would
comeonlyadaylater.
The fllf ood waters that en-

gulfed the leased land for
about 10 days destroyed the
paddy and cotton crop sown
weeks before. Venkatarama-
na and his brother Muralikr-
ishna, who hail fromMaskiik in
Raichur district, had standing
cropson15acresofland,leased
afttf erpayinganadvanceofRs2
lakhhk ayearago.Duringthecul-
tivatingperiod,theyhadtopay
the landowners their shareof
thecrop,whiletryyr ingtoscrape
somethingfortheirfamilies.
Now, looking at the emptyyt

fields overgrown with weeds,
he is gratefuuf l for the previous
crop that helped them save
some money. “We are alive

today because we cleared our
debts recently. Or else, drink-
ing kerosene was the only al-
ternative,”hesays.Aparttr from
thecrop,50bagsof ferttr ilisers,
householdarttr iit clesandfarmmr ing
equipmentwerewashedaway.
But they are not eligible for

anyrelief.“WhhW at’sthepoint in
getttt ingRs5,000orRs10,000
anywwy ay? It just shows how
much farmers are worth,” a
furious Sridevi, his sister-in-
law,says.
Balappa, another leasehold

farmer at Hirerayakumpi,
Raichur district, also lost his
crop. “Many landless farmers
fromnearbyAnnA dhra Pradesh
and Telangana too cultivate
intheseparttr sandsufferedthe
samefate,”hesays.
According to Chamarasa

Patiit lofKarnnr atakaRajyaRaitha
Sangha,leaseholdfarmmr ershad
sufferthemostduringsuchca-
lamities. “Even if government
givessomerelief,itwillgotothe
land owner as properttr yyt docu-
mentsarewiththem.Rarelydo
these owners pay relief to the
cultivators.” Since most leas-
es are oral agreements, they
don’t fall under the purview
oflaw.
When contacted, Revenue

Secretary (disaster manage-
ment)TKAnnA ilKumarsaidany
reliefsanctionedforcroprelief
goes to the owner of the land.
On whether there were any
provisions toproviderelief for
leasehold farmers, he said he
willhavetocheck.

AKRAM MOHAMMED
YADGIR, DHNS

Landless farmers
get rawdeal in
floodrelief

BENGALURU,DHNS:Following
the recent incidents of ques-
tion paper leak, the Visves-
varayaTechnologicalUniver-
sityyt (VV( TU)Belagavi,hastaken
stringent measures in ques-
tionpaperdeliverysystemby
establishing Virtual Private
Netwwt ork(VPN)betwwt eenuni-
versityyt andafiiatedcolleges.
The affiliated engineering

colleges have been asked
to submit a report on the
infrastructure available for
this purpose. The system
will come into force fromthe
upcoming semester exami-
nations.
As per the circular issued

by the university, colleges

should have computers with
i5Processorwith4GBmem-
orywhichshouldnotbeused
foranyotherpurpose.
“Colleges must install

CCTV surveillance system
(IP-based) and the footage
should be viewable through
internet.”saidaseniorofficial
of theuniversityyt .
Along with this colleges

have been asked to place
smart phone with working
SIM (internet data enabled)
near the computer with
Sophosmobile AppAuthen-
ticator installed (support for
appwillbegivenbyVTU)and
it must not have any other
user installedApps.

VTUadoptsVPPV Nsystem
forquestionpaperdelivery


