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A
mid a series of protests in Kerala 
against the night traffic ban in 
Bandipur, the Karnataka Forest 
Department has assured that 
there will be no hindrance to 

the movement of traffic during the day 
time through Bandipur Tiger Reserve as 
the night ban stays for now.  

KFD released a statement on Saturday, 
which says, “It has come to the notice of 
the department that few people are organ-
ising agitations, dharnas and campaigns 
demanding NH 212 (NH 766) be kept 
open during the day time. There is no 
such order or proposal before the govern-
ment to close NH 212 (NH 766) during 
the day hours and the road will remain 
open from 6 am to 9 pm as usual. It is 
hereby clarified to the public at large that 
the national highway from Kollegal to 
Kozhikode passing through Bandipur 
Tiger Reserve will be open from 6 am to 9 
pm and there is no restriction on traffic 
movement during these hours.”

Tourism Minister CT Ravi too has 
recently spoken in favour of the night 
traffic ban. 

Thousands of people have been pro-
testing against the ban in Kerala as they 
say that the local traders are suffering due 
to trouble in accessing agricultural and 
livestock products in neighbouring 
Karnataka districts.

Recently Wayanad MP Rahul Gandhi 
too had come out in support of those pro-
testing against the night traffic ban that 
was first imposed in 2009, in Kerala and 
had drawn flak from environmentalists 

and wildlife activists for saying so. 
Jospeh Hoover, Former member, State 

Board for Wildlife (Karnataka) says, 
“Heavy carriage vehicles have been mov-
ing about unhindered from 6am to  9pm 
on NH 766 (hitherto NH212), which trav-
erses 30km through the core habitat of 
Bandipur tiger reserve. On an average, 
650 lorries and trucks use the highway 
every day. As many as 90 buses and 300 
cars/ jeeps use NH 766 each day. The 
numbers increase on weekends and holi-
days. A ten-day data collected from 
Moolehole checkpost (Karnataka border), 
reflects that neither local communities 
nor traders are being affected.”

Principal Chief Conservator of Forests 
Punati Sridhar says, “We have always 
been in support of the ban. In fact  it 
would be ideal to have ban  from 6 pm to 
6 am  as animals stray out at dawn and 
dusk with greater risk of accidents and 
further they need a traffic free corridor to 
move across. We are also not for any ele-
vated alternate highway in place of the 
present corridor. The night traffic ban will 
continue.”
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No change in day 
traffi  c at Bandipur
But night ban stays at tiger reserve, says Forest Dept

VTU ups 
security to 
plug leaks
Recently after Visvesvaraya Tech-

nological University (VTU) Vice-
Chancellor said that the question 

paper leak during the last semester end 
examination was an ‘outsider’ job, 
looks like the university has decided to 
strengthen security measures and have 
a secure question paper delivery system 
through Virtual Private Network. The 
varsity has even asked its affiliated col-
leges to dedicate a separate computer 
system with 360 degree CCTV surveil-
lance. Recently, several students from 
VTU had alleged that their semester 
question papers were leaked by touts 
who were selling the question paper 
for Rs. 10,000 each per student. 

The Registrar of Evaluation has 
informed all its affiliated colleges that 
VTU has established a secured Virtual 
Private Network between the univer-
sity and colleges for secured access of 
Question Paper Delivery System 
(QPDS) portal and transfer of Question 
papers. The colleges have been asked 
to dedicate a computer with specifica-
tion of i5 processor with 4GB memory, 
an OS Windows 10 professional with 
Internet Explorer 11 and Google 
Chrome installed.

The university has also asked the 
colleges to have CCTV surveillance 
system which can be viewed online. 
The colleges are also asked to have a 
dedicated smart phone with working 
SIM card which must have installed 
mobile application that will be used 
to generate OTP while double authen-
tication for downloading the ques-
tion paper. The colleges should set up 
all this by mid-October and send a 
report to the university before the 
examination department executes 
the work for the upcoming semester 
examinations.  - Kumaran P
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A protest against night traffic at 
Bandipur, organised in Bengaluru

O
ne of the most 
eagerly anticipated 
events in the 
national bridge cal-

endar is the annual 
Tollygunge Inter-Club Bridge 
Tournament held in the last 
week of September which is 
open to members of any 
Indian social club. After 10 
rounds of Swiss League, the 
field of 32 teams was whit-
tled down to the top eight 
teams in an all-play-all for-
mat to decide the eventual 
winner while  the non-quali-
fiers played a Match-Point 
Pairs Tournament. Quite a 
few seasoned professionals 
teamed up with club-players 
and a noteworthy feature 
was that the competitive ele-
ment was subservient to the 
festive mood prevailing 
throughout the tournament.

We bring you a fascinat-
ing deal from the finals.

The bidding proceeded as 
illustrated in the diagram 
above and when North bid 
2H which was  sign-off as per 
their methods, South hold-
ing a robust 6-card club suit 
with a heart void, decided to 
bid 3C. North re-evaluated 
his assets to perfection and 
armed with the confidence 
that South’s black-suit hold-
ings were substantial with a 
likely void in hearts, 
chanced his arm with a bid 
of 5C.

After capturing the open-
ing lead of the diamond 
Queen with dummy’s Ace, 
declarer paused to take stock 

of his chances. With 2 dia-
mond ruffs available in 
dummy, all that is required 
to score the contract is to 
restrict his black-suit losers 
to two. If spades are breaking 
evenly (33% chance) and the 
Queen of clubs is falling in 2 
rounds, he can make12 tricks 
but this is wishful thinking. 
A more realistic line of play 
is to provide for an adverse 
distribution in the black 
suits. Declarer decided to 
echelon his chances by ruff-
ing two hearts in hand hop-
ing to bring down the Ace in 
2 rounds. When this did not 
materialise, he cashed two 
top spades and was crestfall-
en when East ruffed the sec-
ond spade and played back a 
trump, holding him to 10 
tricks.

By now the alert reader 
would probably have worked 
out the winning line of play: 
declarer must enter dummy 
and play spades twice 
towards hand. When the 
second spade is played, East 
cannot afford to ruff and 
will perforce tamely discard 
a diamond. Declarer wins 
the trick and plays back a 
low spade and is now able to 
ruff his last spade with dum-
my’s remaining trump keep-
ing his losers to 2. If West 
overruffs the third spade and 
plays back a trump, his 
Queen is compromised. 
Hoping for a doubleton Ace 
of hearts is an inferior line of 
play because the odds are 
much lower: consequently if 
declarer abandons the low 
percentage play of finding 
the heart Ace doubleton 
with either defender and 
focuses only on the careful 
handling of the spade suit, 
he can easily get to his target 
of 11 tricks. As the legendary 
Jean Besse advised, “Don’t 
play an idle card thought-
lessly. Consider what the 
effect of playing it may be. 
An idle card played at the 
wrong time may betray your 
whole hand.”

Unfancied “Crackers” rep-
resented by Vijayanand 
Singh, Pradeep Anand Singh, 
Pulak Garga and C P Agarwal 
from Varanasi, UP, won the 
team event while “Bangur 
Cements”, the reigning 
champions for the past two 
years with S K Iyengar, 
Debashish Roy, R 
Venkatraman Suman 
Sengupta, Savleen Thadani 
and Maneesh Bahaguna 
topped the Swiss League and 
finished runners-up.
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Good Golly, It’s 
The Tolly

   N      
   ♠ 97 2 
   ❤  KJ 9 8 64
   ♦   A    
   ♣  8 5 2

 W   E
 ♠ QJ 10 5 4 ♠ 3

❤ A 10 3 ❤ Q 7 5 2
 ♦ Q J 8 7 ♦ K10 5 4 3
 ♣ 10 ♣ Q76
      
   S
   ♠  A K 8 6  
   ❤  -    
   ♦  9 6 2
   ♣   A K J 9 43

Dealer:  N  Vul: Both
Final Contract:
5 Clubs by South
Opening Lead: Queen of 
diamonds
North   East   South  West
1P  P  1C  P
1H  P  1S  P
2H  P  3C  P
5C  P  P  P

Rain comes crashing
Friday evening’s thunder showers accompanied by heavy winds, brought down electric poles and trees in several part 
of the city. Scenes from Banaswadi and HRBR Layout (above) show there was damage and long hours without power in 
that part of the city 
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