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W
hen the consideration for 
a job is based on marks ob-
tained in a test conducted 
for that job, it does not mat-

ter what marks the candidate scored in 
college board exams, the High Court 
has said. A candidate who lost out 
on the job of a Junior Assistant in the 
Karnataka Legislative Secretariat chal-
lenged the appointment of another 
candidate who had scored less marks 
than her in her degree exams. But the 
other candidate had better marks in 
the test conducted for the job.

“The only ground on which the 
petition is canvassed is that respondent 
No.2 has scored lesser marks in the 
Board examinations and hence, it 
must be construed that respondent 
No.2 is a dull and weak candidate and 
could not have scored high percentage 
of marks in the viva-voce,” the HC 
noted. But this mere premise cannot 
be ground for accepting the petition, 

The method of selecting the candi-
dates for the job of Junior Assistants 
was the prerogative of the Speaker of 
the Assembly. Saying that this cannot 
be challenged, the court observed, 
“The discretion in the stipulated meth-
od of appointment of procedure for 
selection being with the Speaker and 

having been validly done and the peti-
tioner having willing participated 
without raising any objections, she 
cannot now turn around and com-

plain about the process adopted. The 
petitioner has not made out any 
ground which would warrant this 
Court to exercise jurisdiction and set 

aside the appointment made by 
respondent No.1.” The call for the jobs 
was issued in March 2012. There were 
10 posts and Anusha KN had applied 
under the General (Woman) Category. 
The minimum qualification was 
Graduation with computer knowledge. 
Anusha contended that she had scored 
77.58 per cent in her BCA course while 
the candidate who eventually got one 
of the jobs had scored 54 per cent.

However, the process stipulated for 
selecting the candidates for the job was 
through a viva-voce. Anusha had 
scored 16 marks while the other candi-
date had scored 37. All the candidates 
who eventually got the job scored 
more than Anusha in the viva-voce. 

T
wo weeks ago, the Central 
Government prohibited all 
trade and commerce in E-
Cigarettes. E-Cigarettes were 
already a rage among the 

youth in cities like Bengaluru and 
urban India. Evidence of health prob-
lems from the use of E-Cigarettes was 
mounting around the world; and the 
Central Government did the right 
thing to prevent a second public 
health catastrophe after the first one 
from cigarettes. After E-Cigarettes were 
prohibited, the stock prices of regular 
cigarette companies increased pro-
foundly – echoing a general percep-
tion that a formidable competitor to 
the conventional cigarettes was put 
to death here. However, in my view, 
E-Cigarettes were on track to trigger 
another public health disaster in the 
country.

Many E-Cigarette users and activists 
are enraged and want to know why the 
Central Government would not also 
prohibit conventional cigarettes alto-
gether. Let me tell you that the Central 
Government will never be able to offer 
an intelligent argument in favour of 
retaining regular cigarettes because 
there is none.

Here is what you already know: 
tobacco is a plant. And, Nicotine is the 
chemical heart of the tobacco plant 
and is one of the most addictive sub-
stances known to man. Cigarettes are 
tobacco leaves or powder (wrapped 
and rolled in a paper also containing 
and a deadly mix of other chemicals). 
E-Cigarettes heat liquid nicotine and a 
host of other substances to produce 
vapour that a person inhales.

According to the Central 
Government and the World Health 
Organisation, 13.5 lakh people in India 
die every year due to tobacco. For every 
two minutes that you spend reading 
this column, five dead bodies roll 
across India. Of 100 people that try 
today to quit tobacco, 83 will fail with-
in one week and at the end of one year, 
only 6 persons out of 100 would xhave 

managed to stay away from tobacco 
for a year. And, tobacco harms every 
organ of your body and is implicated 
in most of the cancers. In India it is 
responsible for 45% of all cancers in 
men and 20% of all cancers in women 
in India. Before I proceed further, I 
request you to close your eyes and 
visualise the following so that we 
address a public health catastrophe 
with the appropriate degree of sensitiv-
ity: Visualise this: “5 persons are dead 
in different places of this country in 
the next two minutes. The dead per-
sons are surrounded by distraught fam-
ily members. The victims have strug-
gled for more than a decade with their 
tobacco habit; each of them tried very 
hard to quit but failed. The victim suf-
fered very serious health consequences 
for several years. The victim’s family 
members too had turned helpless 
against tobacco. The victim also lost 
much of his or her savings and most 
likely, the family is in severe debt from 
all those medical expenses and treat-
ment. The victim could not devote 

attention towards his or her family 
members due to failing health and 
knows that life for family members will 
be very difficult with his or death; so 
the victim was very desperate to live 
somehow. Tobacco wouldn’t let it. 
Next, the family would not fully recov-
er from the emotional toll of the death 
of the loved one. They will be in great 
difficulty in the coming days, months 
and years – the poorest of them are 
thrown into the street and they num-
ber a few million every year.”

This is what tobacco does for 
every two minutes in India
Tobacco is not a native plant to India. 
Christopher Columbus discovered it in 
November 1492 in Cuba. Contrary to 
popular perception, nobody in the 
t imes  when Ramayana  and 
Mahabharata were written, could have 
grown tobacco in India because the 
plant was brought into India only in 
the early 16th century by the Dutch 
traders. Later, Mughal Emperor 
Jahangir was so furious at the sight of 

tobacco addicts that he repeatedly 
passed orders prohibiting tobacco con-
sumption among his subjects. In 1617, 
when Emperor Jahangir noticed that 
his subjects were ignoring his decree, 
he ordered that the lips of tobacco 
addicts be publicly cut off in Lahore. 
Shortly thereafter, in 1620, the British 
East India Company proposed to 
Jahangir that they could pay some rev-
enue from tobacco sales if he allowed 
them to grow it in British settlements 
in India. Jahangir agreed and tobacco 
cultivation spread in a few pockets of 
India in the 17th century. Even then 
or in the next three centuries, tobacco 
use was not very widespread among 
the population. 

Though mechanisation in the early 
20th century made large-scale produc-
tion of tobacco products possible, even 
in the year 1900, medical records in 
America do not show even a single case 
of lung cancer. It is only in the follow-
ing years that tobacco spread like wild-
fire across the world and is today, 
destroying lives and communities. 

This year, it is estimated that 18 lakh 
people across the world will die from 
lung cancer and more than 85% will 
be from cigarette smoking.

The World Health Organisation 
estimates that in the 1901-2000 cen-
tury, the world lost 10 crore persons to 
tobacco. It also estimates that in the 
2001-2100 century, the world will lose 
100 crore people to tobacco.

Close to 30% of the adult popula-
tion in India (above 15 years of age) 
consumes tobacco,  and the 
Government of India has repeatedly 
confirmed that the revenue from 
tobacco is tiny when compared with 
the cost of treatment for human dis-
eases from tobacco. Of course, nobody 
denies this position taken by the 
Government of India.

Out of every 1000 acres of farming 
land in India, only 3 acres of land are 
devoted to tobacco cultivation. 
Numerous studies have shown that 
tobacco farmers have higher rates of 
diseases and ill health than the general 
farming community and reports sug-
gest many of them are financially 
exploited by the tobacco industry.

India has the highest incidence of 
mouth cancers in the world. 
Meanwhile, this year, the world will 
produce 6 lakh crore (trillion) ciga-
rettes. If you arrange these cigarettes in 
a linear manner, it will be long enough 
to touch the Sun and come back to the 
Earth. And, the data about tobacco 
companies’ productivity, profits and 
revenue and the corresponding deaths 
from tobacco also allows analysts to 
measure the worth of human life to 
tobacco companies. A person in India 
who dies from tobacco consumption 
would have enriched tobacco compa-
nies by Rs 2.5 lakh during his lifetime 
consumption of tobacco. It is about 
Rs.7 lakh for victims in wealthier coun-
tries such as the United States.

When will the Government of 
India or the States prohibit tobacco 
and cigarettes? I dare the Prime 
Minister of India or the Chief Minister 
of any our States to come to a public 
debate about the public justification 
for continuing tobacco trade and con-
sumption. Meanwhile, anybody from 
the tobacco industry down for a debate 
on this?
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WHO says around 13.5 lakh people die due to tobacco in India in a year

The only ground on 
which the petition is 
canvassed is that 
respondent No.2 has 
scored lesser marks 
and hence, it must be 
construed that respond-
ent No.2 is dull and weak  

–High Court
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