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I
n a move to strengthen 
the distance education 
system in the State, the 
State government is 
mulling over bring in a 

plan to merge all the dis-
tance education depart-
ments offered in all State 
universities under Karnataka 
State Open University 
(KSOU). With KSOU being 
the largest university in the 
State offering distance edu-
cation program, the minis-
try of Higher Education 
department has proposed 
this plan.

In a recent meeting 
chaired by the Higher 
Education Minister Dr 
Ashwath Narayan with the 
officials of the department, 
a discussion was raised to 
strengthen the KSOU in 
coming days so that the 
Distance Education system 
in the State can be stream-
lined.

A senior official from the 
department said, “This is to 

make a robust plan about the 
Distance Education program 
in the State. Now several uni-
versities like Bangalore 
University (BU) and other 
State universities are offering 
distance education. Instead of 
many, we can have one Open 
University across the State 
which will cater to everyone 
pursuing distance education 
courses.”

“We have to look at sev-
eral modalities. As of now, 
KSOU is headquartered in 
Mysuru and we need centres 
in all districts for the con-
venience of students,” added 
the official.

The State government is 
also thinking of giving 
KSOU affiliation power, to 
make the process easier. 
Another official from higher 
education department said, 
“Just like Visvesvaraya 
Technological University 
(VTU) is the largest techno-
logical university in the 

State and it has affiliation 
powers, KSOU is also a con-
tender. This will help in 
streamlining the Distance 
Education system in the 
State.”

Experts said that this 
move requires an amend-
ment to KSOU Act and also 
to the Education Act if this 
plan is going to be imple-
mented.

Experts also opine that a 
uniform curriculum needs to 
be brought in. Recently, 
KSOU was planning to bring 
changes in their examina-
tion pattern and introduce a 
common syllabus, in line 
with other Open Universities 
across the country.

The University has also 
decided to start ‘All Indian 
O p e n  U n i v e r s i t y 
Association’ wherein the 
university will bring in all 
Open University officials 
under one roof so that they 
can work in collaboration.
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new TV show 
hasn’t elicited as 

much interest as its 
producer would have 
liked. Also a famous 
superstar, the 
producer is rather 
irked at the goings-on 
in his office. We hear 
he has blasted his 
creative team, more 
so because the 
channel seems to 
have cancelled his 
studio’s next offering 
with them. Ouch, 
what a bloody mess.
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State government plans to merge all distance education 
departments under Karnataka State Open University

Education dept mulls 
bigger role for KSOU

The State Government of 
Karnataka has amended 
the Karnataka Selection 

of Candidates for Admissions 
to Engineering, Medical, 
Dental and Indian System of 
Medicine and Homeopathy 
Courses Rules, 2003. The new 
amendment will allow the 
undergraduate students who 
have pursued Environmental 
E n g i n e e r i n g ,  Wa t e r 
Technology  & Hea l th 
Engineering and Tool & Die 
Making-specialisation, to be 
considered under Civil 
Engineering and equivalent 
courses.

The State government has 
now made it easier for the stu-
dents applying for Post-
Graduate courses (PG) with 
the insertion in the Section 
145 of the Education Act 
which allows Environmental 
Engineering and Water 
Technology and Health 
Science Engineering to fall 
under Civil Engineering 
(General), Transportation 
Engineering, Environmental 
Engineering and Construction 

Engineering. There has also 
been an insertion of Tool and 
Die Making which will be 
equivalent to Mechanical 
Engineering, Industrial 
Production and Engineering, 
Manufacturing Engineering, 
Automobile Engineering and 
Mechatronics.

A senior professor from 
UVCE said, “Now for stu-
dents pursuing PG courses in 
these subjects, their base 
qualifications can be any of 
those from Civil Engineering 
or Construction Technology. 
This change has been intro-
duced due to several colleges 
shutting down departments 
l i k e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Engineering. With this 
amendment, PG course appli-
cation will be easy.”
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As of now, 
KSOU is 

headquartered 
in Mysuru and 
we need centres 
in all districts 

–Department official

UG students who 
have pursued 
Environmental 
Engineering will 
fall under Civil 
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delighted were we to learn of 
our old friend Jaya Jaitly slowly 

returning to public life, and, more 
importantly, her first love: textiles and 

culture. Jaitly visited Bengaluru last 
week for the opening of a mammoth 

textile store. The sprightly politician 
and activist has had a trying year, 

with her close friend and 
confidant, the former defence 
minister George Fernandes 
passing on in January. But Jaitly 
seems determined to focus on 
her work. She tells your diarist 

she is working on many things 
currently. For starters, there’s a 
book on Indian graphic design. 

“The lekha, the shunya, the havan 
kund – nothing comes from 
emptiness. Indian design is truly 
very special. We may be fools now, 
but we were very wise once,” she 

laughs. Jaitly is also working with 
crafts people who are bringing out 

their versions of Mahatma Gandhi. 
Another project saw her opening a 

permanent gallery for Indian scripts 
and calligraphy at the Indira Gandhi 
National Centre for the Arts. She is also 
designing a top legal firm’s office in 
Gurgaon, filling it with crafts, and then 
there’s another one with Google for 
Indian arts and culture. Did we mention 
she’s 77? 

Art in her heart
HOW

PAGE THAT will keenly watch what changes the 
new Mayor brings in

Jam for 
cause

for 
boxing 

bouts and gambling, Las 
Vegas’s most iconic hotel, 
Caesars Palace, hosted a 
diverse group of Indian 
celebrities for a fund-
raiser last weekend. 
Sharing stage were Sunil 
Gavaskar, Vivek Oberoi and 
Birmingham-born bhangra 
singer Jassi Sidhu. The 
event was emceed by 
Prakash Amritraj, son of 
Vijay Amritraj, whose 
eponymous foundation 
hosted the charity event. 
The funds raised will go to 
15 NGOs in India. “Prakash 
did a great job as the emcee 
and auctioneer, raising 
funds for a good cause,” 
Gavaskar told your diarist.

Vijay and Prakash 
Amritraj
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Jaya Jaitly

NGMA in Mumbai has undertaken a charming project 
to remember Mahatma Gandhi on his 150th 

anniversary. Several artists and designers (such as Rajesh 
Pratap Singh, Jean-Francoise Lesage, Gaurav Gupta, Gaurang 
Shah) have come together to create installations for a show, 
which is on view till November 15. The show was inaugurated last 
evening by Sadhguru Jaggi Vasudev. The spiritual leader spoke at 
length about finding inner peace, an idea promoted by Gandhi as well, 
adding it was a route to non-violence. Sadhguru’s trademark wit (and 
American tinge) was especially enjoyed by Sangita Jindal, Urmila 
Kanoria, Hema Deora, Ratna Krishnakumar and Juhi Chawla. 

Remembering the Mahatma
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Sadhguru Jaggi 
Vasudev speaks on 
Mahatma Gandhi 

at the NGMA

@sayantansunnyg A country is not the 
land we stand on. Country is about its people. 
But most of all, a country is about its 
humanity. A country without humanity is like a 
place with people without souls. A ghost town.
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