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VTU paper leak an 
outsider job: V-C

SHOBHAA DE

HOW TO BE
A CHICK

Write to her at mybangaloremirror@timesgroup.com

...And other life lessons from 
she who knows better

A
ndians speak in many 
tongues. Pun intended. 
That’s what makes us so 
interesting. We are able to 

parlez-vous in multiple languages 
simultaneously, erroneously and 
uninhibitedly. Note: we make our-
selves perfectly understood. 
Mumbai wins hands down as the 
city that celebrates a multi-language 
culture and does so with admirable 
panache. In fact, Mumbai remains 
bohot hard(thanks, Gully Boy!) 
when it comes to bhasha. We have 
given the world ‘Bambaiya’ – a 
scrumptious bhel puri of accents 
and dialects that has no equal. It is 
the lingo most preferred by 
Bollywood and to hell with what 
purists think about the bastardisa-
tion of so many different phrases 
and words. The whole purpose of 
language – any language – is com-
munication. Good, effective, direct 
and quick communication. I love 
Bambaiya. I use it. And occasionally, 
contribute to it since I am often 
referred to as the ‘mother of 
Hinglish’. Make that ‘grandmother’, 
for the sake of accuracy.

Language is fluid and adaptable 
and ever-changing. A language that 
refuses to budge from established 
rules eventually dies and gets moth-
balled by academics. The world has 
several dead languages that have 
only historical value. A living lan-
guage is open and receptive to 
change and improvisation. Hindi is 
one such malleable language. Forget 
the politics of language imposition 
for a moment, and look beyond the 
traditional resistance to Hindi by all 
of South India, and West Bengal and 
some Northeastern states, where 
Hindi is least understood and delib-
erately ignored. This is cultural saty-
agraha and we must respect it. 
Other than those areas of our vast 
and diverse country, a crude, rudi-
mentary version of Hindi is widely 
used to get things done swiftly. 
Hindi is most accommodating in 
this respect. One can pretend to con-
verse in fluent Hindi by mixing up 
local languages and throwing in 
English when stumped. I use lots of 
Marathi, Gujarati, Bengali and 
English words when I pretend to 
speak Hindi with assurance. 
Generally, I get away with it, 
because my attitude suggests my 
willingness to speak in a language 
that isn’t my mother tongue. Come 
on, a sincere attempt to create a 
bridge is better than stubbornness, 
right? Why be militant about lan-
guage, when there are far worthier 
issues to defend and fight for?

Shri Amit Shah has sensibly 
rethought his ‘Hindi as national 
language’ pitch. Clever chap. Now 
he says he didn’t mean it that way 

at all. Maybe he was thinking in 
Gujarati and quickly translating the 
thought into Hindi. Much, as we 
know, is lost in translation. His lat-
est views on the prickly subject? He 
says he merely suggested making 
Hindi the second language after 
one’s mother tongue. Languages do 
not run a race – which one comes 
first, second, third and all that. 
English is the language of global 
commerce and communication, 
whether we like it or not. We don’t 
have to declare it our national lan-
guage… just as we don’t have to 
declare any other language as that. 
Let’s focus on the quality of educa-
tion in our government-run schools 
first – it is abominable, atrocious 
and embarrassing. Every language 
is mangled beyond recognition – 
Hindi included. The standards are 
so abysmally low, it’s a wonder 
those poor kids manage to get into 
colleges at all. We need a drastic 
review of our education policies, 
and an even more drastic audit of 
our schools and colleges. We are 
producing a generation of semi-lit-
erates, unable to read or write 
coherently in any language. Despite 
these daunting odds, our brave kids 
get by somehow and manage to 
excel. But is it fair to subject them 
to sub-standard teaching in the first 
place? Take a look at school and col-
lege textbooks – they are pathetic. 
Here we are making fun of Piyush 
Goyal, a Mumbai boy (Don Bosco 
school, Government Law College) 
and union minister, for mixing up 
gravity with relativity, Newton with 
Einstein. Goyalji comes from a 
super-privileged background and 
has had access to the best schools 
and colleges – and even with all 
that, he goofed up! Hota hai, bhai.

Today’s Hindi falls into the ‘Kya 
kool hai hum’, category. Why not? So 
long as the mood and message get 
across, sab kuch chalta hai. I have 
zero time for language Nazis and 
grammar freaks, constantly pointing 
out errors. Thank God, the world is 
not filled with overbearing copywrit-
ers searching for mistakes and glee-
fully pouncing on spelling gadbads 
to establish their own language skills. 
We are all entitled to create our own 
language and express ourselves fear-
lessly, joyfully. Kaiko mathakoot 
chhaiye, boss? Let’s respect all our 
languages. God know in India there 
is no dearth of them, with 22 major 
languages,13 scripts and 740 dialects. 
This is our strength! Instead of wast-
ing time quibbling and cribbing over 
which language rules, which one is 
superior, which inferior, let’s embrace 
all and borrow freely from each 
other. India is great. We are great 
because we are like this, only! Fully 
bindaas. Jo hai, woh hai, OK Amitji!

Aapun ko Hindi 
bolne aata hai

S
everal students from Vis-
vesvaraya Technological 
University (VTU) had al-
leged that their recent 
semester question papers 

were leaked, by ‘touts’ allegedly 
selling the question paper for Rs 
10,000 per paper. The University 
has now completed the first round 
of inquiry and the Vice-Chancellor 
(V-C) admits that it was leaked, but 
by ‘outsiders’ who did it to tarnish 
the image of the University. 

The V-C in June had promised 
a formation of a high level com-
mittee which will inquire into 
this matter. Three months later, 
Professor Karisidappa, V-C told 
BM, “The case is really big and 
we have finished one round of 
investigation and we have found 
that it is the job of an outsider. We 
will not reveal any names, until the 
investigation is completed.” 

Students alleged that it must 
be the affiliated colleges who 
would be involved in this process 
and one section of students even 
alleged the examination depart-
ment who would have been in-
volved in this act. 

In June, during the semester, if 
a student could afford to cough up 
the expensive fee for leaked paper, 
they would receive the question 
paper via WhatsApp messages, an 
hour before the examination.

As the varsity had adopted 
Question Paper Delivery System 
(QPDS) which has an online deliv-
ery of question paper from the cen-
tral station in Belgaum, to all the 

engineering colleges in the State. 
Mainly, once the question paper is 
set, a digital question paper is sent 
Principals of the colleges just an 
hour before the commencement 
of the examination. The Principal 
and an external superintendent 
open the question paper with a 
password and they take a print out 
of the question paper.

“While taking the print out, 
College Code and the University 
Code gets printed as a watermark 

on the question paper which will
be distributed to students in the
examination hall,” said an official 
from VTU.

A student said, “We were get-
ting the ‘Confidential Copy’ even 
before the college takes a print out,
an hour before the exams, provid-
ed we pay the price. Apparently, 
the pdfs were sent on WhatsApp,
with a password to open it.”

Criminal complaint will 
be lodged, says V-C
 “We have completed with the 
first round of checking, we know
certain facts, but we will wait for 
the entire investigation to finish.
Once the investigation is over, we
will be filing a criminal complaint.
There will be a logical conclusion
to this case,” added Karisidappa. 

However, the V-C did not dis-
close who are the members in-
volved in this inquiry committee
and stated it as a ‘confidential’
work of the varsity.
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VTU claims papers were leaked to tarnish the image of the university

Playing music on mobile 
phone speaker has been 
banned in Bangalore Met-

ropolitan Transport Corporation 
(BMTC) buses. The move came af-
ter a passenger had filed Public In-
terest litigation (PIL) in Karnataka 
High Court against playing loud 
music on phones while in the bus. 
As several drivers also play radio 
in the bus, instructions have been 
given to them to refrain from do-
ing so, says an official. Speaking to 
Bangalore Mirror, a BMTC official 
said, “Playing loud music on mo-
bile phone disturbs fellow passen-
gers as many have objected to lis-
tening to loud music in buses. We 

have not yet decided what penalty 
will be levied upon passengers or 
the bus drivers if they do so. But we 
will spread the message and start 
warning the passengers from doing 
so through drivers and conductors.

An official said, “With afford-
able internet packs, travelling on 
BMTC has changed like never. Now, 
it is a common scene to find people 
playing music or watching movies 
on their mobile phones. However, 
many don’t use ear phones and 
instead stick to the speaker mode 
and play at whatever volume they 

like. This move disturbs fellow pas-
sengers. Many a times, we have re-
ceived complaints that passengers
are playing music on their handsets
and it is an annoying journey for 
them. So, we decided to put an end
to this practice by issuing an official
circular.”

The BMTC staff have been in-
structed to tell passengers to switch
off the ‘speaker mode’ and instead 
switch to the ear phone mode. The
transport body is also planning to
go for pasting of posters inside the 
bus to advise the commuters on 
the new move. Sometime back,
BMTC had warned commuters not
to speak loudly on mobile phones
as it was disturbing other passen-
gers. Now, affordable internet has 
changed most of these annoying 
factors from talking to listening/
viewing.

No more loud music in buses
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VTU exam papers 
available for ̀ 10K?
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T
he students writing the 

semester examinations 

of Visvesvaraya Techno-

logical University (VTU) 

are now in a fix after 

several students have exposed that 

their question pa-

pers were allegedly 

leaked. The students 

have also claimed 

that touts are ‘sell-

ing’ these question 

papers at the rate 

of Rs. 10,000 per 

paper.
The university 

officials have ex-

pressed shock over 

the incident and 

also begun an inter-

nal probe into the 

matter. The vice-chancellor has 

also assured a high-level commit-

tee to look into the matter.

Last week, the semester exami-

nations began for students study-

ing in the 218 VTU-affiliated col-

leges, across the State. Students 

claim that if they could afford the 

price of the leaked question paper, 

they could have it one hour before 

the exams, on WhatsApp.

The varsity has adopted a 

Question Paper Delivery System 

(QPDS), which is an online deliv-

ery of question papers to all the 

“When the principal takes a 

print of the question paper, the 

college code and the university 

code gets printed as a watermark 

on the question paper. These pa-

pers are then distributed among 

the aspirants in that particular 

examination hall,” said an official 

from VTU. A student said, “If we 

can pay the quoted amount, we 

can get a confidential copy, with-

out a college watermark, meaning

even before the college has taken a

print. This is a racket and no one

knows the source. We are asked to

send the money one night in ad-

vance and we receive the question

paper in the form of a PDF with a

password to open it.”

From June 18 to June 20, all 

the question papers have been

leaked. When BM accessed the 

question papers, some papers 

had the watermark from colleges 

while pictures of question paper 

posted by students after the exams

had the same watermark from the

colleges.  The Fourth Semester En-

gineering Mathematics question 

paper is identical to the circulating

‘confidential’.
Satish Annigere, registrar of

evaluation, VTU assured a probe 

“They are say-
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Despite high security, touts are managing to ‘sell’ VTU semester question 

papers on WhatsApp for Rs 10,000 per paper; internal probe ordered
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(Left) The question papers with 

the college water mark and the 

confidential copy of the paper, 

without the watermark 

If we can pay the 

quoted amount, 
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The BMTC staff 
hasbeen instructed 
to tell passengers to 
switch off the 
‘speaker mode’ and 
use ear phones

BM’s report on June 22
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