
Pawar-stroke
All eyes are on the Pawars. Now the
cat is out of the bag after Sharad
Pawar disclosed that he was aware
that Ajit Pawar was in touch with
Devendra Fadnavis. Also by making
disclosures about his talks with the
PM four days after the MVA got
installed, Pawar has gone further
in putting the BJP in a tight spot
and foreclosing its options in the
near future. The BJP cannot think
of another alliance with the NCP
under Ajit Pawar so easily in the next
few months — even if the ties within
Aghadi were to come apart.
J Akshobaya, Mysuru

Drop false charges
The leaders of NCP have called for
a review of the cases filed relating

to the Koregaon Bhima distur-
bances. For the past few years,
human rights and environmental
activists and thinkers have been
branded as ‘urban terrorists’ , have
been hounded and their NGOs
have lost their registration. Those
responsible for these short-sighted
reactions have stifled democratic
dissent. In this kind of atmosphere,
the truth of the matter stays hidden
form us. The government should
immediately drop all false charg-
es. If this is not done, the faith of
common citizen in enforcement
agencies will deteriorate.
Hemachandra Basappa, Bengaluru

Idiot boxes and serials
I am not an avid T V serial watcher,
but today when I was waiting for
a guest I just turned on a Tamil

channel to watch a serial. What I saw
numbed me, a girl who had come to
a hospital for treatment was drugged
and bundled into a van by two nurs-
es for a sum of money.
I don’t know if this was part of a plot
in the serial but what shocked me is
the effect it might have on impres-
sionable minds. Besides, most
serials project the mother-in-law as
the villain or the daughter-in-law
as an arrogant girl. This stupidity
is bound to create fear both in
the minds of a mother-in-law or a
daughter-in-law, causing families to
suffer. Where is television headed?
Rangarajan T S, Chennai

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

Ging gobra

This was when we lived in a sub-
urban sprawl rich in flllf ora, avi-
fauna and fruitage. It was also a

herpetologist’s paradise. Name it, and
the snake was somewhere in the area.
Cobra, banded-krait, saw-scaled viper,
the deadly Russell’s viper, not to forget
the innocuous slitherers, the rat snake
and the keelback.
When I was initiated into this set-

ting, and I  observed my mother-in-
law carrying a  hockey-stick on her
perambulations, I presumed that she
had been a sportswoman. My father-
in-law guffawed, “that hockey-stick is
to strike dead any cobra that dares to
cross her path!”

This was far from a humourous topic

for me, I always wove my way gingerly
through the green tangles, my eyes
glued to the road that separated the
houses that were flllf anked and canopied
by verdure.

Among kin, a few handled snakes
with ease and John, my son, was taught
the skill as a safety measure. On one
occasion he dangled a long rope of a
cobra in front of me saying that it was
not justifiable that a writer tackle the
subject of creepers and crawlers with-
out close inspection.

I fled the scene screaming that
writing about the wild was one thing
and tactility quite another, promising
loudly that I would omit the chapter on
snakes if he thought I should! I don’t
recall any of the anguifauna being
beaten to death mercilessly except
on one occasion when the gardener
instantly bludgeoned a Russell’s viper
before anyone could stop him.

John put the body in a bag and head-
ed for the Bible college in the vicinity

where I taught, and where he spent
most evenings singing, playing his
guitar and discussing wildlife. See-
ing John enter with the bag, the boys
rushed, and stood transfixed as he spilt
the contents on the ground.

“Ah Jonne that is Ging Gobra,” the
Dean remarked. “No Sir,”John politely
interjected, “this is a Russell’s viper.”“In
Gerala I have seen this Ging Gobra,”the
Dean persisted. Pow Yo, who was mute
most often, became articulate, “sir, this
is not a Keeng Cobra. I know because, in
my home in hill-country, my uncle soot
this Russell and we eats.”

Uproarious laughter resonat-
ed, when John on returning home,
narrated what had transpired, also
adding, “  Ma, the comprehension
exercises from Corbett, and Dur-
rell, you have given them certainly
has proved edifying. But as for their
grammar, the less said, the better.”
You see, I was their English teacher at
that point of time!

“AhhhA Jonne that is Ging
Gobra,” the Dean

remarked

That the Indian economy is in the doldrums is now
known to everyone – from businessmen to farm-
ers, from the middle-class homemaker to the top

economists, and from opposition politicians to foreign
investors.Theonlyonesthatseemunabletoacknnnk owledge
the realityyyt or are perhaps attttt empting to escape from it is
the government of the day. WhhhW ile the price of onions was
skyyyk rocketing beyond Rs 100 a kiiik lo, Finance Minister Nir-
malaSitharamanwasstrrrt iiir dentlystrrrt uuur gglingwithdefiiif nitiiit ons
of whether this is a slowdown or a recession. The truth
is, a combination of factors has pulled down India’s GDP
growtttw h to a sixxxi -year low of 4.5% in the July–September
quartttr er, following on from 5% in the April-June quartttr er.
India’s growth rate now ranks fifth, behind the econo-

mies of Vietnam, China, Egypt and
Indonesia. The continuous fall in
growtttw h rate could well be leading to
arecession,apossibilityyyt Sitharaman
has refuuuf sed to acknnnk owledge.

PM Narendra Modi took all the
creditwhenhisgovernnnr mentclaimed
7-8% growth and the tag of the
world’s fastest growing economy
for a few quartttr ers. WhhhW en the going
has got tough and his government
appears clueless on how to reverse
the slump, it’s surprising and dis-
heartening that he chooses to stay
deafeningly silent on the economy.

It’s during such distress that a leader should be communi-
catingmoreoftttf enwithallstakeholders,exchangingnotes,
ideasandformalizingpolicyresponses.Instead,hehasleftttf
ittoSitharamantosinglehandedlydefendthegovernnnr ment
inside and outside Parliament.

The few measures that the government has taken so far
haveprovedtobeacaseofapplyingband-aidaftttf erwound-
ing the economy by a series of measures, starting with
demonetisation three years ago to the disastrous Budget
it presented in Februuur aryyyr 2019. AnnnA d these measures have
had littttt le impact. The cut in corporate taxxxa rates may have
pleased corporates and rallied stock markets, but what
abouttheworkiiik ngclassthat’shitbyretailinflllf ation?Thein-
fuuuf sion of Rs 70,000 crore into NPA-riddled banks and the
exemption of foreign portttr folio investors from the ‘super
riiir chtaxxxa ’havenothelpedeither.Consumptiiit ondemandcon-
tinues to be sluggish, notwwwt ithstanding the government’s
package rolled out over four Saturdays. Credit demand
remains sluggish despite seven rate cuts announced by
the RBI in the last year. The Centre has not offered any
plausibleexplanationforthehuge17.6%contractioninthe
coalsectorinOctober2019.Thegovernnnr mentwilldowellto
stop its political agenda, which is driving all sections of the
natiiit onintoastateoffearanduncertttr aintyyyt ,andinsteadmake
theeconomyapriorityyyt andevolveanationalconsensuson
how to reverse the slowdown.

It’’’ts the economy,
stuuut pid

Why isn’t the
PM talking
economy
at all?

ThhhT e seditiiit on casssa e booked by Bengaluruuur police against
formmmr erKarnnnr atakachiefministersSiddaramaiahand
HD Kumarasssa wamy, besides several others, basssa ed on

theordersofalowercourtttr ,onceagainnni underliiil nnni estheneedto
scrapthisdraconianlaw.Thecourtttr orderscomeinthewake
ofacomplaintagainsttheleadersbyanactiiit vist,AMallikar-
juna. The charge against them is that they staged a protest
near the income taxxxa offiiif ce against the “politiiit cally motiiit vat-
ed” raids on their partttr yyyt men duriiir ng the recent Lok Sabha
electiiit ons. Others booked include Congress leaders Dinesh
Gundu Rao, DK Shivakuuuk mar, G Parameshwara, then po-
lice commissioner T Sunil Kumar, twwwt o DCPs and election
commission offiiif cials. Seditiiit on is a non-bailable offence and
if convicted attttt rrrt acts impriiir sonment frrrf om three years to life
termmmr . The alleged offences committttt ed by the aforesaid do
not amount to seditiiit on by any strrrt etch of imaginatiiit on and it
appearsthatthecourtttr passsa sedsuchanorderwithoutproper
applicatiiit onofmindtothefactsofthecasssa e.WhhhW ilepolitiiit cians

are thick-skinned, such orders can
have a demoralising effect on police
offiiif cersandbureaucrats.

Sectiiit on124AoftheIPCortheLaw
of Sedition is a relic of the colonial
past which was used by the British
to suppress dissent and the frrrf eedom
movement.Ironically,whiletheBriiir t-
ish themselves have abolished sedi-
tiiit on as a criiir minal offence, in India it
contiiit nues to be misused rampantly,
oftttf en to get even with politiiit cal riiir vals.
SupremeCourtttr judgeDeepakGupta

who said recently that the law wasssa more abused than used
was rather candid in his remarks, “Suppression of dissent
is not the intent of the statuuut te. Criiir tiiit cism of the governnnr ment
is not seditiiit on. The governnnr ment cannot be over-sensitiiit ve to
people who make fuuuf n of it.”At best, the law can be invoked
in the grave instance of someone “waging war against the
State”, through acts such asssa attttt empts to overtttr hrow the gov-
ernnnr mentthroughviolentmeansoracoup.

WhhhW ile the wordings of Sectiiit on 124A are vague and liable
for misinterpppr retatiiit on by police offiiif cers, what is alarmmmr ing is
that the courtttr s are now-a-days orderiiir ng registrrrt atiiit on of FIR
basssa edoncomplaintsofseditiiit onbyevenpriiir vateindividuals,
whereas such complaints can only be made by the State.
Judges should not only not hesitate to impose heavyyyv costs
on frivolous complaints that waste the time of the courtttr ,
they should also desist from passing orders in a cavalier
manner. Pending repeal or amendment of the seditiiit on law,
the Supreme Courtttr should step in and issue guidelines to
prevent its misuse by police and overzealous lower courtttr s
asssa it involves the riiir ght to frrrf eedom of speech and expression
ofacitiiit zen.

Sediiid tiiit on: Judges
must applymiiim nnni ds

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

NRC is nothing but BJP’s anti-Muslim venom
The omission of Muslim communities in the list of the
communities whose adherents will not be forced to leave
the country post the proposed nationwide NRC exercise.
This reflllf ects the intent and motivation of the BJP. Exactly
one year ago, the country was informed that the National
Register of Citizens (NRC) exercise will be confined to
Assam only. In spite of the failure of fulfiling the initial ob-
jective of NRC in Assam, the BJP’s top brass has realised
the potential to consolidate the Hindu votes by nullifyyyf ing
the votes of the Muslim communityyyt whose share of the

population is one third in the state. Similar tactics and
strategies are in place for the 2024 general election which
is also the deadline for the NRC exercise in the country.
The BJP’s politics of identityyyt and religion ia evident as the
partyyyt has no Muslim representation in the current Lok
Sabha. The voices of the Muslim communityyyt have been
systematically alienated and silenced only to pursue ideo-
logical politics by negating the directive principles of state
policy and equalityyyt of opportunityyyt .
Nayakara Veeresha, Bengaluru

IN PERSPECTIVE

TO BE PRECISE

The role of evaluation in
higher education has al-
waysbeenhotlycontested

and debated by the academia. It
is unfortttr uuut nate that our systems
ofacademicevaluationhavenot
been updated with the times.
The fundamental structure of
evaluationremainsmoreorless
the same as it was under British
ruuur le. Despite India being home
to some excellent universities,
holistic and well-rounded tech-
niques of academic evaluation
are still lackiiik ng. WhhhW atever is en-
forcedinourcollegesanduniver-
sities is just a confuuuf sed, modern
mishmasssa hofwhatthecolonizers
had put in place.

The manner in which the
zeitgeist of a discipline is suf-
focated in our classrooms and
examinations is distressing.
Our colleges and universities
conduct final examinations at
the conclusion of everyyyr session
which is usually a writtttt en paper
of three-hour duration, the sole
objective of which is to size up a
stuuut dent’spotentialinthesubject
concerned. The examination
is a  condensed questionnaire
of the discipline in which the
learner is expected to translate
her understanding of the disci-
pline into a few questions which
round up and set a score on her
intelligence. Unfortttr uuut nately, the
learner’s understanding and
its practical applicabilityyyt , extttx ra
readings,curiiir osityyyt andhundreds
ofunansweredquestiiit onsrelated
to the discipline fall outside the
purvvvr iew of the academic sylla-
bus and are buried with the end
of the official syllabus taught in
the classroom.

It is psychologically proven
that we shrink and cringe when
under external pressure. On
the other hand, it is also psycho-
logically established that the
best learning happens in free-
dom when the mind is under
no obligation to perform. It is
therefore not surprising in the
least that children remember
almost everyttty hing about the
cartttr oon characters they read or
the movies they watch, without
ever straining their minds to do
so.However,theyhavetorepeat-
edlystuuut fftheirsubjectsintotheir
minds, as a result of which their
love for the subject and their
curiosityyyt about the discipline
transforms into a  revulsion
which they have to drink up as a
bittttt er concoction only to ensure
their professional survvvr ival.

Learning flllf owers in freedom
when evaluation is not reduced
toanightmarishexperience.In-
steadoftheusualend-of-session
examination, our classrooms
should become centres of free
learning. Daily progress should
be monitored by the teachers,
inwaysthatarelearner-friendly
instead of marks-centric.

A close and careful obser-
vation of the students and an
extended teacher-student in-

teraction can ensure that everyyyr
student is given her own time
and pace to flllf ower and learn the
subject. There should be vari-
ous research-based activities
held throughout the year which
focusoneachstuuut dent’sresearch
potential. Regular workshops
should be conducted where
learners, instead of the pro-
fessors, deliver presentations.
When they are encouraged to
conduct their own research
on an everyday basis, they will
feel responsible for their own
learning. The final examination
should be one of the many cri-
teria upon which the students
are assessed, not the only one.
If learners are assessed on the
basis of their everyyyr day activities
and research, truuur e learning will
blossom.

A stuuut dent’s relationship with
discipline is a psychological di-
mension of infinite potential.
What each student might un-
cover, develop, research or in-
novate in a discipline can never
be assessed by a few questions.
This psychological relationship
ought to be discovered over the
entire session under the guid-
ance of able mentors. Instead of
confining the scope of research
to academic degrees, it should
become an integral part of a
student’s everyday learning.
Learners should be assessed on
thebasisoftheirpotentialtocre-
ate,researchanduncoverrather
thantheircapacityyyt tomemorize
facts and data. A learning envi-
ronment needs to be created
where the final examination
is not a judgement day for the
stuuut dents.

The best learning experienc-
es and the most breakthrough
researches in the world hap-
pen under freedom and not
under drudgery. Evaluation
need not always be a painful
grind. It can very well happen
under the attentive observa-
tion of mentors and in class-
rooms where there are no
barriers to the manner and
pace of learning. Every learn-
er learns at her own pace and
in her own manner,whichmust
be respected. Standardized and
automatedevaluation squeezes
each stuuut dent within the stiflllf ing
frames of fossilized, theoretical
learning, which only does more
harm than good.

It is, of course, not a simple
task to wish away all our anti-
quarian models of evaluation
and it might take years before
we manage to implement a
continuous system of eval-
uation and monitoring, but
we can make a start. If every
teacher begins to devote a few
classes where learners are en-
couraged to conduct research
allied to their discipline, it will
definitely loosen the academ-
ia’s marks-obsession. It is with
steps like these that maybe one
day, our students can learn in
an environment where there
is no fear, and the head is held
high. Till then, it can rightly be
said that our academic evalua-
tion techniques are successful
in killing the discipline being
taught and the learners’love for
the same.
(The writer is Assistant Pro-
fessor, Department of English,
MCM DAV College for Women,
Chandigarh)

Evaluation needs
to be evaluated

Students must
be encouraged

to research, and
mentored and

monitored as they
do so

PRAKRITI RENJEN

SPEAK OUT

If India is not secular, then India is not India at all.
Atal Bihari Vajpayee

Periods of transition at the Su-
preme Court from one Chief
Justice of India (CJI) to the next

are coming into focus for a particular
trend that seems to be solidifying: Fol-
lowing the precedent set by his prede-
cessors Justices TS Thakur, JS Khehar
and Dipak Misra, CJI Ranjan Gogoi re-
served landmark judgements and de-
livered them just before his retirement
– the Ayodhya dispute, the Rafale re-
view and the Sabrimala issue review,
the ambit of the RTI Act with reference
to the office of CJI, etc. Though this
pattern of delivering judgements just
before retirement may be celebrated
in some circles, it has ramifications not
fit for the justice delivery system in the
country.

This practice of CJIs leads to a dis-
ruption of the normal flllf ow of justice
delivery and has its own implications,
particularly with regard to public
perception once the sudden spurt of
judgements ceases and the slow pace
of justice delivery – the normal -- re-
sumes. In his research, constitutional
law scholar Nick Robinson has shown
that the judiciary has become so pow-
erful due to the public confidence it
enjoys and also due to parliament’s
neglect of its role as the law-making
body. For instance, it was the Supreme
Court that in 1997 laid down guidelines
to protect victims of workplace sexual
harassment because there was a leg-
islative void on the issue. The court
made it clear that legislation could
override the guidelines, but Parlia-
ment’s inaction on it is very clear from
the fact that it was only in 2013 that
these guidelines were superseded by
the Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition
and Redressal) Act.

To give a sense of the pervasiveness
of the Supreme Court’s role in Indi-
an public life, it is helpful to compare
how the legislature, executive and the
Supreme Court are covered in the In-
dian press. In every year from 2003

to 2007, more articles in The Hindu,
for instance, mentioned the Supreme
Court than either Parliament or Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh. An online
search of the daily’s metro editions re-
trieves ‘High Court’ even more than
it does ‘Supreme Court’, showing the
high profile of the higher judiciary in
public life.

While the delivery of a  bunch of
judgements by CJIs toward the end
of their tenures may have generally
been received well by the public, they
lead to a rise in public expectation of
speedier justice dispensation. This
expectation takes a hit when the court
returns to functioning normally under
the huge workload of cases and judge-

ment delivery slows down again, in
turn increasing the backlog further.
This lowers the public image of the
judiciary more than it would have had
the public’s appetite for speedy justice
not been whetted by big, end-of-term
judgements.

One may recall the words of Jus-
tice AK Sikri, a former judge of the
Supreme Court, “The judiciary, even
without the sword or the purse, re-
mains the guardian of the Constitu-
tion. Its sole strength lies in public
confidence and trust.” The Supreme
Court itself had warned, “Erosion of
credibility of the judiciary in the pub-
lic mind, for whatever reasons, is the
greatest threat to the independence
of the judiciary…every member of the
judiciary must ensure that this percep-
tion does not receive a set-back con-
sciously or unconsciously.”

The end-of-term judgements of re-
cent CJIs puts at risk this public con-

fidence.
Landmark judgements at the end

of the tenure are also partly due to
poor time management by judges.
The ‘tradition’ of delivering landmark
judgements also puts pressure on the
CJI to expedite hearings of the cases
which are perceived as ‘most impor-
tant’, in turn, leaving other cases to be
perceived as ‘less important’, and these
‘less important’ cases may receive less
judicial attention than required.

As per the judgement of the Supreme
Court in Anil Rai vs State of Bihar,
if the case is not finally decided and if
before delivering the judgement after
having reserved it the judge retires,
the case will need to be heard afresh.
Therefore, given that a judge has only
a limited amount of time, it imposes a
very high opportunity cost upon the
judicial system when for a particular
case an enormous amount of time is
devoted, perhaps to generate a heroic
image of the retiring CJI, leaving aside
other ‘not-so-important’ cases. Such
an approach hampers the abilityyyt of the
court to hear other matters.

It may also lead to a situation where
certain cases are rushed for hearing
because they are perceived as having
great potential to boost the public im-
age of the CJI. One may take the exam-
ple of the Supreme Court’s approach
in the Ayodhya dispute. While setting a
timeline, at first blush, may seem to be
in the interest of quick disposal of the
case, when closely examined, it seems
to reveal inherent problems with the
fundamentals of the judicial process.
The problem is at two levels: one, in
terms of opportunity cost (as already
discussed); the other, in terms of the
qualityyyt of judicial reasoning.

At this stage, it would be apt to re-
call that the duty of judges is to ensure
‘fidelity to law’, as the great jurist Lon
Fuller put it. Notably, this concept of
‘fidelity to law’ is also reflllf ected in the
‘Restatement of Values of Judicial
Life’, as adopted by the full bench of the
Supreme Court on May 7, 1997, which
prohibits judges from doing anything
that could affect the public’s image of
the judiciary. Therefore, this tradition
of holding back or pushing for major
judgements just before retirement
should stop. The regular and credible
functioning of the court should be put
above the need to create one’s own
public image.
(The writer is a student at Keshav Ma-
havidyalaya, Delhi University)

A WORRYING TREND

End-of-term judgementssst
The precedent set by

CJIs Thakkka ur, Khehar,
Misra and Gogoi of

delivering judgements
just before retiring has

ramifiiif cations

Our readers are welcome to post, hand deliver,
fax or e-mail letters to our office at 75,
M G Road, Bangalore 560001. All letters
must carry the sender’s postal address. Fax:
25880523. E-mail: letters@deccanherald.co.in.

It is wrong to abandon, for the
sake of a vaguely defined ‘Idea of
India’, our responsibilityyyt to non-

Muslim minorities of countries
carved out of India.

Ashwath Narayan, Karnataka Dy CM
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Protest against
govt is not
sedition
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