
STATE4 DECCANNA HERAAR LLA D
Thursday

September19,2019

SeniorCongressleaderDK
Shivakumar on Wednes-
day sought bail from a

Delhi court, contending that
the Enforcement Directorate
miscalculatedtheassetsinher-
itedbyhimandhisdaughterto
makeoutamoney laundering
caseagainsthim.

Senior advocate A M Sing-
hvi, representing the Karna-
taka’s strongman, submitted
beforeSpecial JudgeAjayKu-
marKuharthattheseven-time
MLA had disclosed all his as-
setsinhiselectionaffidavit.

Thecounsel submitted that

outofRs108croreofmoneyal-
legedtohavebeenaccumulat-
edbyhisdaughterAiiA sshwaryyr a,
Rs 79 crore was investment
and the remaining amount
was some loan. She had also
inheritedproperties fromher
grandmother, he explained,
adding that she had paid her
IncomeTaxxa regularly.

HesaidShivakuuk mar
belonged to Vokkali-
gacommunityyt , a tra-
ditional agricultural
community. Due to
urbanisation, the
cost of land inher-
ited by him had
increased mani-
fold.

A driver con-
nected to Sharma Transport
was linked to the accused by
the ED. The money seized
fromhimwasshowntobelong
to the accused, Singhvi sub-
mitted, trying to pick holes in
the case registeredby theEn-

forcementDirectorate,which
accused of the politicians of
dealing in over Rs 800 crore
cashin317bankaccounts.

After hearing the argu-
ments for a brief time, the
courtadjournedthematter to
Thursday,asAdditionalSolic-
itorGeneralKMNataraj,rep-

resenting the ED was not
available.

Shivakumar, who
was admitted to hos-
pital on Tuesday, re-
mained indisposed on
Wednesdayaswell.

He was arrested
on September 3
by the ED after he
failed to give “ten-
able response” to

huge cash recovered from his
househere.

He was on Tuesday sent to
14-day judicial custody after
having been interrogated in
custody remand by the En-
forcementDirectoratesleuths.

EDmiscalculatedDKS
assets, counsel tells court
Specialcourtdefers
hearingonbailplea

toThursday
▼▼
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Onlinesaleofliquor
violatesExciseAct:HC

Close on the heels of Excise
Minister H Nagesh stoking
up a controversy with his
statement on door-delivery
of liquor and subsequently
retracting it, the Karnataka
High Court on Wednesday
outrightlyrejectedsuchsaleof
liquor including online book-
ing, transportation, sale and
otherassociatedactivities.

Thecourtexpresseditsdis-
pleasure while dismissing a
petitionfiledbyaprivatefirm
-ChennaiHIPBarPrivateLtd
- seekingpermissionthrough
LetterofAgreement(LoA)on
August 1, 2017 issued by the
state government. The LoA
hadpermittedthefirmtocar-
ryonfoodbusinessrelatingto
ready-to-eat savories, bever-
agesexcludingdairyyr products.
Thepermissionalsoincluded
online order processing and
deliveryofIndianandForeign
liquor comprising beer, wine
andlowalcoholicbeverages.

The excise commissioner
withdrewtheLoAonNovem-

ber 15,2018 issuedto thepe-
titioner’s Bengaluru branch
without anyprior intimation.
The petitioner challenged it
before the HC. In fact, senior
counsel PChidambaramhad
appeared and argued on be-
halfofthepetitionercontend-
ing “withdrawing LoA with-
outissuingshow-causenotice
isagainsttheprinciplesofnat-
uraljustice.Neitherthesaleof
liquoristotallyprohibitednor
does the monopoly taken by
thestategovernment’’.

Then advocate general
Uday Holla had argued that
state had not violated any
fundamentalrightsbut itwas
merely following the rules
under the Karnataka Excise
Act, 1965. Justice S Sujatha
passed an order last week, a
copy of which was uploaded
onWednesday.“thepetitioner
isnotentitledtocarryonbusi-
ness of online order process-
ing and delivery of liquor to
theconsumersintheabsence
ofenablingprovisionavailable
under the Karnataka Excise
Act, 1965, to grant license or
permission,”theorderstated.

SHIVAKUMAR MENASINAKAI
BENGALURU, DHNS

ThedwellersofPemman-
ahalliGollarahatti inPa-
vagadatalukofTumaku-

ru district are yet to come to
terms with the the sudden
limelight on them, for abso-
lutely wrong reason. They
are confused about the turn
of events after the Monday’s
incident at the settlement
when A Narayanaswamy,
the Lok Sabha member from
Chitradurga (SC Reserved)
constituency was not allowed
inside the Gollarahatti as he
isaDalit.

After reports of the BJP
lawmaker being “restrained”
from entering the settlement
created a storm, top officials

from the district administra-
tion have been frequenting
this backward settlement of
theKaaduGollacommunityyt to
makeitsdwellersawareofthe
consequences of their action
and also to convince them to
giveupsuchpractices.

While local residents seem
tobereadytoembracechange
and, it may take some time.
“That’s a custom here. It’s
difficult to change. However,
ifsomeoneinsists,wewillgive
in,”chiefpriestofthecommu-
nity Iramuddappa Pujarappa
told DH on Wednesday. Pu-
jarappa is one of the custom-
aryheadsof thesettlement.

A woman from the middle
ofagroupsaid:“TheConstitu-
tionsayseveryoneisequal,we
will facesixyearsof imprison-
mentifwediscriminatesome-

onebecauseofcaste.”Shewas
partofthegroupthathadwas
just dispersing after the dis-
trict officials spoke at length
totheresidentsabouttheneed
tochangewith times.

Some residents said that
they were not so happy about
whathadhappenedattheset-
tlement on Monday. “It is not
thatwedidnotallowtheMP...
he himself restrained from
entering the hatti....we didn’t
had prior information about
his visit,”awomansaid.

After two days, now they

havestartedseeingthebright-
er side of the controversy.
Around 50 houses in their
settlement are in a dilapidat-
edcondition.Localinfrastruc-
ture isbad.

“We will invite the MP and
takehimaroundthehattiand
alsofelicitatehim.Wehopewe
willgetsomeaidfromthegov-
ernmenttoimproveourlives,”
saidNDasanna,aresidentand
formergrampanchayatpres-
ident.

People here say that illit-
eracy, unemployment and

poverty have made them to
still followage-oldcustoms.A
youth commented, “It’s good
to see that we are heralding
a new beginning. However,
manyothercommunitiesalso
practicecastediscrimination.
Hope they will also embrace
change likeus.”

Narayanaswamy, who had
also served as Social Welfare
minister in the previous BJP
government led by Jagadish
Shettar,hasappealedforacol-
lective effort to end the prac-
ticeof castediscrimination.

“The government, the
mutts,nonprofitsandofficials
shouldjoinhandsagainstthis.
Let them sit in these villages
and win people’s hearts,” the
MP had said reacting to the
incident.

Around 5.30 pm on Mon-
day, Narayanaswamy had
gone to Gollarahatti along
with four doctors of Naraya-
na Hrudayalaya and two per-
sons from Biocon, Bengaluru
todiscussdevelopmentof the
settlement under Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)
schemes.

Ready toembracechange, but it’s
diffiif cult:Gollarahatti residents

TheyhadpreventedMPfrom
enteringtheirvillage
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PEMMANAHALLI (TUMAKURU
DIST), DHNS

Ateamofsenioroffff icersvisitedPemmanahalliGollarahatti
inPavagadatalukofTumakurudistrictonWednesday.

The Karnataka High
Court on Wednesday
set two-month dead-

line for thestategovernment
to constitute committees for
supervising and addressing
complaintsagainstprograms
ofprivateTVchannelsunder
the Cable Television Net-
worksRegulationsAct1995.

A division bench compris-
ingChiefJusticeAbhaySOka
and Mohammed Nawaz was
hearing a public interest pe-
tition filed by Geeta Mishra.
Advocate for petitioner G R
Mohan submitted that the
state government had failed
to form the committees in
districts and there was no di-
rectionfromthestategovern-
menttoappointnodalofficers
toaddress thecomplaints.

Thecourtdirectedthestate
government to form appro-
priatecommitteesindistricts,
appoint nodal officer andde-
velopmechanismtofilecom-

plaints
f r o m
t h e
general
pub l i c
w i t h -
in two
months
a n d
s u b -

mit a compliance report on
October9.

Stayextended
The high court extended the
interim stay till October 9
on the trial against former
minister D K Shivakumar in
thespecial court forMPsand
MLAs inconnectionwith the
income tax raids. Justice B A
Patil pased theordersduring
thehearingonWednesday.

Shivakumar,Rajendraand
AnnA janeyaHanumantaiahhad
sought discharge from the
case before the special court
andthepetitionwasrejected.
Theyhadpreferredanappeal
beforethehighcourt.

CableTV:HCsets
2-monthdeadline
to formpanels

BENGALURU, DHNS

THEBALANCINGACT

A bicycle rider precariously balances himself holding
an umbrella in one hand as he navigates a waterlogged
Station Road in Kalaburagi on Wednesday.DHPHOTO

TheStategovernmenthas
receivedproposalstocel-
ebrate three new Jayan-

tis at a time when it is looking
to do away with many of the
existingones.

Speaking toreporters,Kan-
nadaandCultureMinisterCT
Ravi said a meeting of prom-
inent leaders from various
communitieswillbeconvened
shortly to discuss celebrating
different Jayantis in Karnata-
ka.

“These Jayantis are trans-
forming into caste (based)
Jayantis and the list of such
programmeshasonlygrown,”
he said, adding that there are

three more proposals to or-
ganise Jayantis of prominent
leadersfromthecommunities.

Responding to protests by
Congressleaderscondemning
thedelayinthereleaseoffunds
by the Centre, he said that the
Opposition should adopt ten
villagesandprovidereliefrath-
er than protesting against the
government.

He said the Union govern-
menthasmade it clear that all
affectedstateswillbeprovided
compensationforthedamages
causeddueto fllf oods.

“There is no question of
discriminationbetwwt eenstates
when relief amount is sanc-
tioned,”hesaid.

A delegation of officials, he
said, have travelled to Delhi
and funds for fllf ood relief will
bereleasedsoon.

There is no question of in-
justice to Karnataka as relief
will be provided to all affected
districts,hesaid.

Govttv gets proposal
to celebrate three
moreJayantis

BENGALURU, DHNS

Dubaimansendstripletalaq
messageonWhatsApp

SHIVAMOGGA, DHNS: A man
from Shivamogga, working
in Dubai, has “annulled” his
20-year-old marriage with
his wife, by sending the tri-
ple talaq message through
WhatsApp.

Mustafa Baig, a native of
of Shivamogga had married
a girl of the same city. He
workedasalaptopandCCTV
technician for some years,
and later fllf ew to Dubai for
work. He used to visit Shiva-

mogga twice a year to stay
with his wife and daughter
fora fewmonths.

HeusedtosendaRs13,000
everymonthtohiswifetorun
thefamily.Hehadreturnedto
Dubai in January this year. A
fewdaysago,hiswifereceived
the triple talaq message on
WhatsAppfromhim.Follow-
ingabanof the triple talaq in
India, thewomanhas lodged
a complaint at the women’s
policestation.

VTUdirects
CCTVcameras
inexamhalls
BELAGAVI,DHNS:Visves-
varayaTechnological
Universityyt (VV( TU)Belagavi
has issuedstrictdirec-
tionstoall itsaffiliated
andconstituentcolleges
to installCCTVcameras
atallexaminationhalls
andblocksandalsoat the
QuestionPaperDelivery
Systemroom.
Followingtherecent

incidentsofquestion
paper leakduringthe
universityyt examinations,
theauthoritieshavetaken
precautionarymeasures
anddirectedallprincipals
toensuretheCCTVsare
installedandthefootage
ofeachexaminationsbe
storedfornextsixmonths,
accordingtoacircular
issuedbythetechnical
universityyt .
Aseniorofficialof the

VTUsaidthatateamof
theuniversityyt willvisit
thecolleges forverifyyf ing
installationofCCTV
cameras.

51-kgivoryseized
MANGALURU,DHNS: Thefor-
est mobile squad of Puttur
division inDakshinaKanna-
da district seized more than
51 kg of ivory by arresting
three men in Surya village
of Belthangady taluk. The
ivory was stored in a shed of
arubberestate.

Singapore
envoymeetsCM
BENGALURU,DHNS: Singa-
poreconsulgeneralPong
KokTiancalledonChief
MinisterBSYediyuuy rappa
andhelddiscussionson
varioustopics, including
investments inthestart-up
sector, inBengaluruon
Wednesday.

During themeeting,
Yediyuuy rappapointed
out thatKarnataka is the
fastest-growing state in
the country andhasabusi-
ness-friendly atmosphere.

Speakingat ameeting
with consul generals,
consuls and international
industrybodies,Largeand
MediumScale Industries
Minister JagadishShettar
said that the statewill
introduceanew industrial
policy for thenext five
yearswithpriorityyt on
NorthKarnatakaandback-
ward regionsofKarnataka.


