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The IMD on Tuesday fore-
cast extremely heavy
rains inMalappuramand

Kozhikode district in North
KeralaonWednesdayandared
alertwassoundedagainevenas
effortswereon to traceover55
missingpeople.
Many low-lying areas of the

state like Kuttanad in Alappu-
zha remained fllf ooded. Rains
werereportedfrommanyparts
of Alappuzha and Kollam on
Tuesdayalso.
According to official fig-

ures, the death toll till Tuesday
eveningwas91.However, there
were reports that three more
bodies were recovered by the
eveningtakingthetotal to94.
Kerala Chief Minister Pi-

narayi Vijayan visited the land-
slide-hit areas in Malappuram
and Wayanad on Tuesday and
assured that the government
will ensure proper rehabilita-
tion.
The Cabinet meeting on

Wednesday is likely to an-
nounce the initial assistance
and rehabilitation plans.
AtKavalapara inMalappuram,
where around 40 people were
still missing, four bodies were
recoveredonTuesday.
Threebodies,suspectedtobe

thatofanarmypersonnel’sfam-

Redalerttr again inKerala, toll rises to94
ARJUN RAGHUNATH

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DHNS

With the infllf ow of water re-
leased from reservoirs in Kar-
nataka touching nearly 3 lakh
cusecs, the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernmentonTuesdayaskedthe
administration in 12 districts
tobealertandadheretosafetyyt
instructions, including evacu-
atingpeoplelivinginlow-lying
areas tosafetyyt .
Astheinfllf owintotheStanley

Reservoir in Mettur near Sa-
lem stood at 2.53 lakh cusecs
on Tuesday evening, authori-
ties are planning to gradually
increase the outfllf ow of the
water fromthedam.TheMet-
turDamisfast fillingupdueto
release of a record amount of
water from Karnataka dams
followingheavyyv rains incatch-
mentareasofRiverCauvery—

thewaterlevelstoodat102feet
and the storage touched 67
tmcft (thousandmillion cubic
feet).
If the water infllf ow is con-

stant, the Mettur Dam will
achieve its full reservoir ca-
pacity (FRL) in the next few
days. The dam achieved its

FRL more than once in 2018
due to excess release of water
fromdamsinKarnataka.
Theadvisoryhasbeenissued

to collectors of Dharmapuri,
Krishnagiri, Erode, Salem,
Namakkal, Karur, Trichy, Ari-
yalur, Thanjavur, Tiruvarur,
Cuddalore andNagapattinam

districts. Officials said the dis-
trict administration has been
asked to adhere to safety in-
structionsduetowaterrelease
from the Stanley Reservoir in
Mettur and tomonitor evacu-
ation process in low-lying are-
as along thebanksofCauvery,
Coleroon, Bhavani andAmar-
avati rivers.
The circular also asked the

district collecting to ensure
thatpeopleavoidtakingselfies
from vulnerable points along
theriver.

CMreleaseswater
WiththeStanleyReservoirfast
filling up, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister Edappadi K Pala-
niswami on Tuesday oversaw
the opening of sluices of the
dam that marked the release
of water for irrigation in the
CauveryDeltaregion.

As the dam neared 90 feet,
the minimum level at which
water is released for irriga-
tion, Palaniswami announced
the release of water for irri-
gation. On Tuesday, he along
withhisministerialcolleagues
were present at the reservoir
inMettur near Salem inwest-
ernTamilNadu tooversee the
openingof thesluices.
Though water is released

fromMettur, itmaynotbeuse-
fultofarmersinDeltasinceitis
too late for thekuruvai (short-
term crop). Water is usually
released on June 12 for irriga-
tion fromMetturdam,but the
deadline has been missed for
thepasteightyears.
Around 16 lakh acres in the

12deltadistrictsdependonthe
damforcultivation,whichhas
been adversely affected over
thepastcoupleofyears.

Huge inflowfromK’takadams;TNonalert

TrT ir butespouru ini
foryouthhero

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DHNS:Ayouth,whodied
whilecarryingoutrescue
operations intheflf ood-hit
areasofKozhikodein
NorthKerala,hasbecome
anotherepitomeofhelp-
inghandduringthetrage-
diescausedbythenatural
calamities inthestate.
Linu,34,ofCheruvan-

noor inKozhikode,was
rescuingpeoplestranded
intheflf oodsaftershifting
hisparents toarelief
camp
Whenhis friends

noticedthatLinuhasnot
comebackfromrescueef-
forts,asearchbythefire
andrescuepersonnelwas
launched.Hisbodywas
recoveredonMonday.
Socialmedia is flf ooded

withtributestoLinu.
KeralaFinanceMinister
ThomasIsaacsaidthat
Linuwouldbeaninspira-
tionforscoresofyouths
whovolunteer forrescue
operations.
Linuissurvivedbyhis

fatherSubramanyam,
motherLathaandtwo
brothers.

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DHNS:Evenas theirneigh-
bours shifted to relief camps
after fllf oodwater entered
houses, Sunitha (41) andher
husbandShintodidn’t leave
theirhomeasmore than40
straydogsunder their care
wouldbe left at themercyof
thewater.
“Wheneverwewentout

tohave some food, thedogs
would startwhining.Manyof
themhave survived the2018
fllf oods.Hencewedon’t feel like
going to relief camps leaving
themhere,”saysSunitha, a
residentofThalikulam, about
20kmfromThrissur town.
Sunithahasbeen takingcare
of straydogs for thepast four
years.While their thatched

househas very little space for
SunithaandShinto, the couple
accommodated thedogsas
they loved them.
Sunithaworksas a col-

lectionagent for aprivate
financial firmandShinto is an
autorickshawdriver.Whatev-
ermeagre income theyearn is
spenton thedogs.
“Last yearwhen the

fllf oodwaters enteredhere,we
struggleda lot as therewasnot
evenaproperkennel for the25
odddogswithus then.NGOs
andanimal lovers afterhear-
ingaboutourplightprovided
uskennelsby spendingabout
Rs 1.5 lakh.Thanks to them,
dogsare safenoweven if fllf ood
water raisesbya coupleof feet
askennels arebuilt ona raised

platform,”Sunitha toldDH.
Animal lovers alsouse to

send foodandmedicines for
dogs. Sunitha started taking
careofdogswhenoneof
herneighbourswanted to
abandonpuppiesof a stray
thatdeliveredat theirhouse.
Thereafterpeople started
leaving injuredand straydogs
under their care.

Couple refuuf ses to leavedogs at fllf oods’mercy

ily members, were reportedly
recoveredonTuesdayevening.
DNA tests might be required
to confirm the identities, said
revenue department sources.
Though the rescue workers
spotted many houses beneath
the debris of the landslide, no
one could be found inside the
houses. Hence it was suspect-
ed that many might have been
caughtinthedebriswhiletrying
toescapefromthe landslide.
About 10 people were miss-

ingfromvariousotherspartsof
Malappuramdistrict,whilesev-
enweremissingatPuthumalain
Wayanad.
Asmany as 2.26 lakh people

have taken shelter in 1,239 re-
lief camps across the state. As
many as 1,057 houseswere ful-
ly damaged and 11,159 houses
were partially damaged in the
naturalcalamitiesso far.

TamilNaduChiefMinisterEdappadiKPalaniswamiat the
StanleyReservoir inMetturonTuesday.DHPHOTO

Activistheldforseekingdonation
ofinnerwearsforwomen

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DHNS:A rights activist in Ker-
ala was arrested on Tuesday
forasocialmediapostseeking
donations of inner wears for
womenatreliefcamps.
A known Scheduled Caste

rightsactivist,RaghuEraviper-
oor, was arrested on the basis
of a complaint filed bywoman
councillor of the Thiruvalla
municipalityyt inPathanamthit-
ta. He was later released on
bail. While Raghu said that
therewasnobad intention for
the post, the councillor has
alleged in the complaint that
thepostwasaimedatinsulting
womenat thereliefcamps.
Raghu told a section ofme-

dia that he
along with his
wife visited
some relief
camps in the
area. One
of his wife’s
friends said
there was a

shortage of inner wears for
women among the relief ma-
terialsbeingreceived.
The Thiruvalla Police said

a case was registered against
Raghu.Whilethepoliceaction
triggeredwidespread protest,
an official said that since the
complaintwasgivenbyawom-
anelectedrepresentative they
wereboundtoact.

Maharashtragovtannounces
Rs6,800crorefloodrelief

TheMaharashtragovernment
onTuesdayannouncedarelief
of Rs 6,813 crore to tide over
the crisis in the wake of the
worst-ever fllf oods in recent
years.
The government had de-

cided to make immediate dis-
bursalfromtheState Disaster
Relief Fund. Amemorandum
seeking relief fromtheCentre
isalsobeingsent.Thedecisions
were taken at theweekly Cab-
inetmeeting presided over by
ChiefMinister Devendra Fad-
navis.
While the state sought Rs

4,708 crore for the worst-af-
fected districts of Kolhapur,
Sangli and Satara in Western
Maharashtra, therestamount
of Rs 2,105 crore has been
soughtforKonkanregion,Na-
shikinNorthMaharashtraand
otheraffecteddistricts.
Besides, anexpert commit-

tee will also appointed to sug-
gest actions/remedies to be
taken in case of 700% rainfall

in fourdays.
“Rs 25 crore is earmarked

forreliefworks, Rs27crorefor
assistance like food,medicine,
clothing for people residing
in temporary camps, around
Rs 66 crore to Rs 70 crore for
cleaning the area. Fadnavis
said Rs 2, 088 crore for crop
damages, Rs 30 crore for loss
of livestock, Rs 11 crore for
fishermen, Rs 222 crore for
repairs of house damage, Rs
876 crore for road and bridge
repairs.
Besides, Rs168croreforirri-

gationandwaterresourcesde-
partment works, Rs 75 crore
forhealthrelatedinitiatives,Rs
25 crore for repairs of schools
andwatersupplyschemes.
Rs 300 crore was been set

asidetowardslossofsmalltrad-
ersandthis isdoneforthefirst
time,earliertherewasnosuch
provision. A cabinet sub-com-
mitteechairedbyFadnaviswill
monitorandtakenecessaryde-
cisions fromtimetotime.
The over week-long fllf oods

displaced nearly five lakh per-
sonsandleft43dead.

Audid tofMumu baia dama sm
MUMBAI, DHNS:The
structuralauditof three
century-olddamsinMum-
baihasbeentakenupafter
morethanadecade.
ThesedamsareTulsi,

ViharandPowai.While
TulsiandVihardamsare
located insidetheSanjay
GandhiNationalPark, the
Powaidamisoff theIndian
InstituteofTechnolo-
gy-Bombay.

TulsiandViharsupplies
drinkingwater forMum-
bai, thePowaireservoir
isusedfor industrialuse.
TheDamSafetyt Organisa-
tion inNashik isconduct-
ingthestructuralaudit
andwill submit itsreport
totheBrihanmumbai
MunicipalCorporation.
Thelastsurveywas

doneaftertheJuly, 2005
deluge inMumbai.

Jawansandvillagers loadreliefmaterialsonan IndianAirForceMI-17helicopter for
distribution in flood-affff ectedShirol inKolhapurdistrictonTuesday.PTI

Allhighereducationinsti-
tutions across the coun-
ttA ry will soon have to en-

roll all category of students in
PhDprogrammesonthebasis
of their scores in entrance test
and interview.
TheUniversityyt GrantsCom-

mission(UGC)isintheprocess
ofmaking itmandatory for all
higher education institutions
to follow the twwt o-step process
for selection of students forM
PhillandPhDprogrammes.

Withtheenforcementofthe
revised rules, the national eli-
gibilityyt test (NET)qualifiedre-
searchscholarsandthosewith
MPhilldegreewillalsohaveto
clearboththeentrancetestand
the interview.
A large number of higher

education institutions in vari-
ousstatesadmitNET-qualified
research scholars and those
with M Phill degrees on the
basis of their performance in
interviews.
The existing rules provide

the universities and other
higher education institutions
the freedom to decide their
own terms and conditions for
admission.
Theproposedchangesinthe

UGCregulationsaimatbring-
inguniformityyt intheadmission
process and standardise the
entrance tests held by the in-
dividualinstitutionsforadmis-
sions.
In the draft regulations,

it has left it open for the states
to decide if they want to con-
duct a common entrance test
for filling upM Phill and PhD
seats in the higher education
institutions functioningunder
them.
The higher education in-

stitutions have also not been
restricted from conducting
their own entrance tests and
interviews.
“But they will have to keep

thestandardsoftheirtestatpar
withthoseproposedtobeheld
at the national and the state
levels,” official sources in the
commissionclarified.
The proposed national en-

trance test as well as those to
beconductedbythestatesand
the individual institutions will
measurethestudents’research
aptitude,analytty icalskills,writ-
ing skills, comprehension and
reasoning“beyondthesubject
competency with appropriate
thresholds.”

UGC to roll outNET for
MPhil, PhDprogrammes
Proposedchanges
aimatbringing
uniformity in

admissionprocess
▼▼

PRAKASH KUMAR
NEW DELHI, DHNS

Policepersonnel inspect thePambanBridge railway tracksas coastal securityhasbeensteppedupaheadof the Indepen-
denceDay, inRameswaram,TamilNadu, onTuesday.PTI

ANARDUOUSTASK

MRITYUNJAY BOSE
MUMBAI, DHNS

E T B SIVAPRIYAN
CHENNAI, DHNS

Raghu
Eraviperoor

J&K, FROM PAGE 1

“Canyouhaveablanketpro-
hibition where one cannot
reach even hospital and po-
lice station,”sheasked,add-
ing even familymembers of
the armed forces were not
able toreachthem.
To this, the bench said,

“Youarenotabout soldiers.
Yourpoorlydraftedpetition
is not about them, even sol-
diersaresubject to laws.”
Attorney General K K

Venugopal said the govern-
mentwantedtoavoidasitu-
ationwitnessed in2016.
“There is presumption

of constitutionality in the
steps taken by the govern-
ment. Law and order has
to be maintained with the
least inconvenience. Since
1990, thesituationhasbeen
bad. In July 2016, we had a
situationlikethiswhereover
40peoplelosttheirlives,”he
said, adding therehadbeen
nosingle lossof life tillnow.
During the hearing, the

courtalsoaskedthegovern-
ment’s counsel on whether
theywere reviewing the sit-
uation as the facilities were
essential.
To this, the A-G said the

situationwasbeingreviewed
onaneverydaybasis.
Following the statement,

the bench said, “We are
always with restoring the
facilityyt .Weshouldhavereal
picture. We can be taking
a call after two weeks. The
situation rightnow is a little
different.”
The court posted the

matter after twwt o weeks and
askedpetitionerPoonawalla
tocomewithfullparticulars.

Govtshould
begiven
time:SC

Thesiteof landslidewhichaffff ectedseveralhousesatMuthappankunnu inKerala’sMalappuramdistrict,onTuesday.PTI

‘Waga eanew
sts rt ur ggg lg e’

Pakistan’sForeignMin-
isterShahMahmood
Qureshiaskedhis
countrymennotto live
ina“fool’sparadise”on
Kashmir. Addressing
themedia inMuzaf-
farabadonMonday,
Qureshisaid,“You(peo-
ple)shouldnot in live
fool’sparadise.Nobody
willbestandingthere
(intheUNSC)withgar-
lands inhands...Nobody
willbetherewaitingfor
you,”hesaidandasked
Pakistanis to“wagea
newstruggle”toget the
supportof theUNSC.

HOTELS, FROM PAGE 1

Actor Rahul Bose had trig-
gered a Twitter storm a few
weeks ago by posting pho-
tographs of a bill of a luxury
hotel inChandigarhthathad
charged him Rs 442 for twwt o
bananas.ReportsfromMum-
baionSundayclaimedthata
luxury hotel had chargedRs
1,700 for serving twwt o boiled
eggs.
Srivastava said prima

facie, charging such exorbi-
tantratesamountedtounfair
tradepracticeandtheminis-
try would seek explanations
fromthehotelsmentionedin
themediareports.
The Federation of Hotel

& Restaurant Associations
of India (FHRAI) had de-
fendedtheChandigarhhotel
contendingthatthehoteldid
notdoanytty hing“illegal”.
“Unlikearetailstorewhere

bananascanbepurchasedat
market price, a hotel offers
service,qualityyt ,plate,cutlery,
accompaniment, sanitised
fruit, ambience and luxu-
ry and not the commodity
alone,” the FHRAAR I had said
inastatement.
It stated that as per the

GST law, food served within
the premises of a hotel with
a declared tariff for accom-
modation of Rs 7,500 per
day and above is chargeable
under Services Accounting
Code 9963 at the rate of 9%
CGSTand9%UTGST.
“So,whilebananasoroth-

erunpackedfruitsareoutside
thepurviewofGSTataretail
store, when served in a res-
taurant or hotel, whether as
afruitplatterorawholefruit,
as per existing GST laws, a
levyyv of 18% is applicable,” it
hadstated.

Centre to
actagainst
hotels...


