
Bangalore Mirror, 12/2/2019 Cropped page Page: 2

 

Firms can now set up 
engineering colleges
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P
ublic and private 
companies can now 
set up engineering 
colleges in the state, 
according to the 

Ministry of Human Resource 
Development (MHRD), 
which gave the go-ahead. 

This comes at a time 
when there is a lack of 
demand for engineering 
courses in Karnataka. 

Answering a question in 
the Lok Sabha, Ramesh 
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’, the 
Union HRD minister said, 
“Yes, approval has been 
given to private and public 
sector companies to open 
engineering colleges in the 
country. [sic]”

He also justified his stand 
and said that the All India 
Counci l  for  Technical 
Education (AICTE) was 
established under the AICTE 
Act, 1987, with a view to 
properly plan and coordi-
nate development of the 
technical education system 
throughout the country and 
maintain norms and stand-
ards in the system.

Expert speak
Reacting to the development, 
an expert from Visvesvaraya 
Technological University 
(VTU) said, “This will be a 
boon rather than a bane. 
Companies can directly hand-
hold the institutions and 
allow them to run according 
to the latest technologies and 
industry standards.” 

However, the University 
Grants Commission (UGC), 
which has been asking all 
universities to have a link 
with the industry, has now 
come up with a new policy. 

A team has studied the 
nuances and submitted the 
‘Enabling and Enhancing 
University linkage pro-
gramme’, which will be 
implemented across all high-
er education institution. 

The policy states that uni-
versity programmes must be 
reoriented to suit industry 
requirements with dedicated 
courses such as ‘Entrepreneu
rship’,‘Intellectual Property 
Rights’ and ‘Technology 
Commercialisation’.

Closure of institutes
Over the last few months, 
two engineering colleges 
shut down due to low admis-
sion rates — Yellamma 
D a s a p p a  I n s t i t u t e  o f 

Technology (YDIT) and Sri 
Vidya Vinayaka Institute of 
Technology (SVVIT). VTU 
had re-alloted students in 
these two colleges.

A senior official from 
VTU said, “Colleges are com-
ing forward voluntarily and 
demanding that they be shut 
down. The seats lie vacant 
and they cannot afford to 
run the institution.”

Over the last two years, 
six engineering colleges have 
shut down due to low admis-
sion rates.

Over the last one and a 
half year, institutes like 
N a n d i  I n s t i t u t e  o f 
Technology, Sri Pillappa 
Institute, PNS Institute and 
SIET shut down.

Meanwhile, across the 
nation, AICTE had recom-
mended the closing of up to 
800 institutions (of which 
2 0 0  a r e  e n g i n e e r i n g 
colleges).

ABoeing 737 Dreamliner (in pic) be-
longing to Saudi Arabian Airlines (Sau-
dia) made an emergency landing at the 

Kempegowda International Airport (KIA) on 
Sunday.

Flight SV 3835D, which had taken off from 
the Kuala Lumpur Airport and was en route 
Medina, had developed a snag mid-air, follow-
ing which the flight was diverted to KIA. One 
of the engines of the aircraft is said to have 
failed mid-air.

“Saudi Arabian Airlines Boeing 737 
Dreamliner travelling from Kuala Lumpur to 
Medina (SV 3835 D) was diverted to Bengaluru 
Airport due to a technical issue. It landed with-
out incident at 0908 hours and all passengers 
and crew are reported safe,” said a BIAL 
spokesperson. Following the emergency land-
ing, ‘Aircraft on Ground’ was declared at the 
airport. ARFF (Air Force Fire Fighting) teams 
were deployed and the passengers and crew 
on board the Dreamliner were safely made to 
alight and were taken to the terminal. 

Operations at KIA were affected for a few min-
utes and there was a backlog of flights. 

This is second time in a month that a flight 
underwent an engine failure near KIA. In 
November, a GoAir aircraft, with 180 passen-
gers on board, veered off the runway into a 
grass pitch while attempting to land at KIA.

Due to poor visibility, the aircraft was asked 
to go-around. One of the engines of the A320 
aircraft stalled when the flight initiated the 
go-around process. BMB
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major fi asco, or should 
we say front-page news, 

was averted at a wedding in 
Jaipur recently. A helicopter 
carrying a couple of guests 
landed on a pad near the hotel 
venue, but was enveloped by 
over 100 angry farmers banging 
on it, attempting to open it. The 
guests inside had to lock it shut, 
until the security arrived to 
assist them. Turns out it was a 
case of mistaken identity and 
the mob was baying for one 
industrialist’s blood. He was to 
arrive at that hour but delayed 
it, making other guests face 
near-assault.

A

hasn’t seen the last of 
Deepika Padukone, it 
seems. The beautiful 
actor has been in the 
news internationally for 
slamming this summer’s 
hit, ‘Kabir Singh’, by saying 
Indian cinema needs to 
be more responsible. 
Soon, the makers 
of ‘xXx: Return 
of Xander Cage’ 
posted her picture, 
alluding to the 
fi lm’s next outing 
and giving rise to 
speculation that 
she will star in it. But 
Padukone’s keeping 
her cards all too 
close to her heart. 
We hear she is 
soon planning to 
meet some well-
known Hollywood 
honchos, looking 
for a new 
international 
project.
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Deepika Padukone

wedding of Hardeep 
Singh Puri’s daughter 

Tilottama, that culminated over 
the weekend in a New Delhi hotel, 
was just the distraction Puri’s 
colleagues were looking for. The 
current government isn’t having 
a great week, thanks to losing its 
prime piece Maharashtra as well as 
a by-election in West Bengal. New 
York-based Tilottama is marrying 
an Irishman, Daniel Goold. Expected 
guests will be real-estate biggie Ra-
jiv Singh of DLF, as well as major pol-
iticians such as Ajit Doval, Rajnath 
Singh and Ravi Shankar Prasad. 
The reception was preceded by a 
charming Sikh wedding as well as a 

Christian cere-
mony.
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Tilottama Puri and 
Hardeep Singh Puri

annual Hurun India Philanthropy 
Summit was held at a Lower Parel 

fi ve-star last week. This summit recognises 
the eff orts of philanthropists and CSR initia-
tives of big companies, and basically charts 
out a new rich list. Those felicitated this 
year included the 38-year-old pharma-
ceutical baron Adar Poonawalla, who 
reportedly spent $ 20 million to clean 
up his hometown Pune, personally 
managing the project, which he 
says is the fi rst step towards 
making cities liveable. “I am 
deeply grateful and humbled 

to be featured on this list,” Poonawalla tells 
your diarist. “It’s important that all of us 
do our bit to give back to society and work 
collectively towards the growth and prog-
ress of our country,” he avers. Others whose 

eff orts were recognised included Rajvi 
Mariwala, whose organisation supports 
collectives working to provide commu-
nities greater access to mental health; 
Mamta Saikia, whose foundation provides 

free and quality education to under-
privileged children; Murali K Divi; as 
well as Niraj Bajaj and Adi Godrej, both 
well-known for their charitable work.
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